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What is joy, and where does it come from? Is it necessar-
ily fleeting, a height we cannot realistically hope to main-

tain, or can it be a daily disposition, the ground in which 
we plant ourselves?

I believe that joy - both the dizzying kind and the more ordinary 
experiences of happiness and contentment - is a side effect of gratitude. 
Gratitude is something we can - and, I’ll venture to say, should - cultivate 
in our lives and in the lives of our children and grandchildren. Sometimes 
gratitude comes without effort, unbidden, but sometimes it doesn’t. We 
get caught up in life’s burdens, irritations, and unfairness. Those things 
are real enough, and heavy. Joy can seem frivolous in the face of suffer-
ing, and gratitude can be elusive in the face of pain and grief.

In the Ministers’ Challenge, Michael and I invited you to try keeping a 
daily gratitude journal for two weeks. We will be wrapping up this pilot of 
the Ministers’ Challenge on June 10, but even if you start now, I promise 
that if you spend even the next ten days writing down five things a day 
for which you are grateful, it will shift your perspective. (If you really can’t 
find five things a day for which you can feel gratitude, as your minister 
I’d feel concerned and I hope you’d give Michael or me a call, or check in 
with a therapist or your doctor. Depression is a serious illness and an in-
ability to find pleasure in life is a symptom.)

When I took up this challenge a few years ago, life definitely grew more 
joyful as I looked for those gratitudes I’d add to my list. The ability to 
find something positive in an frustrating situation, to find beauty in an 
“ugly” place, or to find comfort in the midst of grief, doesn’t make the 
bad things go away. But it balances them, and makes us more resilient in 
the face of adversity.

As spring gives way to full-on summer, I give thanks for this community, 
and for the ways you care for one another in times of celebration and sor-
row, accomplishment and disappointment, struggle and success. As we 
sometimes say together, it is a blessing to be. It is a blessing to be here, 
now. It is a blessing to be here, now, together. 

May your summer be grounded in a joy that sustains you through what-
ever struggles you may face.

       -- Lyn
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Upcoming Worship Services

6/3/2018:  “Seeking and Guarding”  Linda Mai & Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

Who, what, and why do we search? What are we looking for? And when we think we have 
found “it,” what do we do with it?  How can we come to terms with our natural inclination to 
form attachments and the inevitable suffering (and joys!) that come with these bonds? In a 
service of music, song and reflections, choir director Linda Mai will explore our human urges 
to seek and to guard.

Our first Sunday drop-in covenant group will focus on our June theme of “Joy” at 12:15 pm.  
All are invited to participate.  

6/7/2018 – 2 pm:  “UU Worship Service at Havenwood-Heritage Heights,” Rev. Michael 
Leuchtenberger, at H-HH Retirement Community, 33 Christian Ave, Concord

6/10/2018:  “Together We Share,”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

During our annual Flower Communion service, we are reminded once more of the life-sus-
taining role that sharing and a generous heart play as we journey with each other through 
the roller-coaster that is life.  Please bring a flower if you can though we’ll have plenty of 
extras.  We will also recognize our Volunteer of the Year, our Lifetime Volunteer, and our Un-
sung Hero as inspirations of the spirit of our church.  Immediately after the service, we will  
take our annual All-Church Photo, followed by our annual Spring Picnic.

Services in the summer are at 10 am from June 17 through September 2.  
Childcare for all ages will be available.
6/17/2018:  “Blessed by the Animals,” Rev. Lyn Marshall

Rev. Lyn Marshall and friends will explore our relationship with animals, and offer a blessing 
for your pets. Well-behaved animals who will not be traumatized by coming to church are 
welcome to accompany you to receive their blessing in person, and all are invited to send in 
photos of the animals that bless your life. Please include your name and the animal’s name 
and send pictures to lyn@concorduu.org.

6/25/2017:  “The Need for Answers” Joanna Henderson

In the information age, with answers literally at our fingertips, why is it important to still have 
mystery in our lives? Is the need for an answer greater than the desire for the unknown or 
inexplicable?  The emphasis on proof and outcomes is important but mystery persists as a 
reminder to enjoy the process!

For July worship services, watch for your eBulletin, or check www.concorduu.org.
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Silsby Fund needs your help with hospitalized church members
Cathie Creed for the Silsby Fund

The Silsby Fund is a part of the Unitarian Benevolent Society.  This fund is specifically designated to send 
flowers to our church members who are in the hospital.  The Concord Hospital had a method whereby our 
church office could find out if any of our members had been admitted to the hospital, but the hospital dis-
continued that service.  Therefore we need your help.  If you know someone who is admitted to the hospital 
and would like the church to be informed, please let the church office know quickly:  224-0291 ext 4# or of-
fice@concorduu.org.  Thank you for your assistance.

Family Promise Wrap-Up and Thank You
Wendy Olson, our church’s Family Promise Coordinator

Our church has completed 30 nights of hosting Family Promise since December of 2017. We have served 30 
breakfasts, several lunches, 30 dinners and a variety of snacks to our guests.  It is also because of all of us, 
that families had a warm, clean and safe place to be up to 15 hours a day, for the 30 days.  Thank you to all 
of you who made accommodations to move meetings or covenant groups, and to include Family Promise 
families in Games and Chocolate Night. 

We will host Family Promise for four weeks during the 18-19 church year.  New volunteers and returning vol-
unteers will be needed.  It is a wonderful way to help us live the part of our mission that states we connect 
in love and service. It also relates to our goal that “our outreach ministries have a noticeable impact in the 
larger community.”

The 4th at the Friendly Kitchen
Fran Philippe, our church’s Friendly Kitchen Coordinator

Cooking at the Friendly Kitchen on the first Wednesday of the month has brought us around to the 4th of 
July once again.  I like to make this a typical American barbecue, but it involves items that are not typically 
found there in the pantry.  Even if you aren’t available to help cook, you can help by donating.  We’ll need:
•    6 potato salads using 5# of potatoes 
•    6 dozen corn 
•    4 watermelons
They can all be brought either to church and put in the refrigerator, or to the Friendly Kitchen (open 4 to  
6pm) clearly marked for Wed., July 4 - UU Church.  Please sign up in the parlor or email me.  I’ll remind you 
the week before, and then please let me know at which location you’ve left your food.  They are always so 
appreciative of the meals they receive, but they really love this meal.  I wish you could all be there to experi-
ence the joy of providing for them.  For more info email Fran at franphilippe38@gmail.com. Thank you in 
advance.

Calendar-planning for 2018-19 will occur on June 3 at 12:15pm.  
If you want to offer an event next year, please be there!  Planning together allows us to develop an exciting 
program of offerings, and to work out potential time and space conflicts before problems arise.  All commit-
tee chairs are expected to attend, and all are welcome!  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger will lead the planning 
session.
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It took the entire village!  We banded together to make our village thrive!
David Canfield, Stewardship Committee Chair

What could be better than hearing Church Administrator Lea Smith remark at this year’s annual meeting, 
“This is the most happy I’ve been about a budget in my 12 years here. Finally, we’re on a solid income foot-
ing and able to adequately support our many ministries.”  As Lea noted, pledging by members and friends 
covers “the lion’s share” (about 60%) of the new budget.  Total pledging for next year increased by about 
$34,000, more than 13% over this year.

It truly “took a village” to make this possible -- 197 member and friend households banding together to 
make the village thrive. About a third of the village found that this was a moment in their lives when they 
could give more than before, while most others continued their cur-
rent commitment.  In the end, it took everyone coming together and 
doing what they could to get the job done.

Thanks to you all, fellow villagers!  We got the job done!

Budget Impact of the Solar Array
Jack Wakelin, Finance Committee Chair

Our Solar Array went online in May, 2017.  The table below compares 
the kilowatt hours used and our electric bills for the 11 months since 
our solar panels came online.

Month Kilowatt Hours Used Electric Bill
2016 2017 2016 2017

June 2520 0 $514 $202
July 1880 -2209 $330 $165
August 2440 -1799 $413 $133
September 2240 -1785 $415 $163
October 2520 -844 $451 $233
November 2960 432 $477 $232
December 3360 2633 $551 $220

2017 2018 2017 2018
January 3264 2940 $560 $213
February 2998 2540 $534 $184
March 3107 2134 $527 $165
April 2814 1705 $495 $156

In the first 11 months of operation, the solar array has saved $3202 in electricity expenses as compared to 
the previous year.  We can look forward to collecting significantly more electricity than we use during the 
next few months of maximum solar output.
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Adopt a Spot
Fran Philippe, Adopt a Spot Coordinator

We have several flower gardens around our church 
campus, all maintained by adopters.  Wendy Olson 
has maintained the large rectangular garden in the 
front of the church for ten years!  Many thanks go to 
Wendy as she retires, and to Jeff Abbe who will take 
over.  Other adopt-a-spot owners are Joyce Wright 
(around the front sign), Dan Wouters (by the garden 
shed attached to the church), Sarah-Elizabeth An-
derson (the lilac garden) and Fran Philippe (the en-
trance gardens).  If you see a barrel or another spot 
that you would like to adopt, please let me know.  
One area that needs only maintenance is around the 
big rock and rhododendron by the back door, as the 
Grounds Team is focusing on ‘beautifying’ our en-
trances. 

Spring Family Picnic: June 10 
Calling Concord UUs of all ages!  Save Sunday, June 
11, for our annual spring picnic extravaganza right 
after the Church service.  We’re counting on you all 
once again to bring a favorite side dish or dessert 
treat to go with the burgers and dogs and chips and 
drinks that the picnic team will provide.  Adults $5, 
no charge for kids.  We’ll take our annual all-church 
photo right after the service, before the picnic.

June Special Events 
June 1 at 5:30 pm:  UU Village Camp-in

June 3 at 12:15 pm:  Calendar planning for 2018-19

June 9 at 9:00 am:  UU Action NH Meeting 

June 10 at 11:45 am:  All Church Photo & Spring Picnic 

June 14 at 7:00 pm:  Litha/Summer Solstice Ritual

June 16 at 6:00 pm:  Family Movie Night

June 17:  Summer Worship Services begin at 10 am

June 19: Summer office hours begin:  T-F 10am to 1pm 

June Ongoing Events 
Worship Service:  Sundays 10:30 am until June 10, or 
10:00 starting June 17

Dances of Universal Peace:  Third Sun 7 pm

Havenwood Worship:  First Thurs 2 pm

Games & Chocolate: First Fri 6:30 pm

Mindfulness Practice:  Second and fourth Mon 7pm

Meditation: Tuesdays 7 pm

Choir Rehearsal:  Thursdays 7 pm thru June 7

Choir Warmup:  Sundays 9:30 am thru June 10

Noah Project:  Sundays 9:30 am

Friendly Kitchen service day:  First Wed 3 pm

OutFITters service day: Third Mon 10 am

Board of Trustees:  Second Wed 6:30 pm

Visiting Voices:  Second Saturday 9 am

Journey Continues Elders Group: Second Sunday 
12:15pm

UU Book Group:  Fourth Wed 4 pm

Poetry Group (at Havenwood):  Third Wed 5pm

Native American Healing Circle:  Fourth Fri 7 pm

Caring for Aging Loved Ones Support Group:  Fourth 

Sun at 7pm

See our calendar online for the most com-
plete and up-to-date list of events:  

www.concorduu.org/calendar

http://www.concorduu.org/calendar
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Welcome New Members!
We recently welcomed these wonderful new folks to our membership rolls! We are excited about the ways 
they will contribute to, challenge, and change our common life.

Janice Roberts
Living near the coast, first in Portsmouth then in Durham, was a dream realized after having grown up in Worcester 
and Holden Massachusetts. In addition to the ocean, I was able to work and attend classes at UNH from which I even-
tually graduated, first with a BA then MA. 

During the late fall of 1966, there was a terrible flood in Florence, Italy which damaged many priceless works of art.  
To raise money for restoration a group called the Committee for the Rescue of Italian Art had a meeting. There I met a 
tall skinny guy named Steve Roberts. Subsequently we spent a lot of time together in the UNH photo lab where Steve 
worked on his pictures for the 1967 yearbook.  In December 1967, we were married in the chapel of this church!

In 1968, there was a great need for teachers and I secured a position in Milton, NH. Being a teacher was never a ca-
reer goal, but I soon discovered that I loved the challenges and joys of helping kids learn.  So, for the next 33 years, I 
taught – second, third, fourth, four/five, and finally fifth grades.  After retiring in 2002, I spent the next twelve years as 
an adjunct professor supervising UNH graduate students for the Department of Education. 

Steve and I lived in and raised our family in the Durham house that we built in 1971.  Our three “boys” are all married 
with families of their own.  Two families and the four grandchildren live within an hour’s drive from Concord.  Our son, 
Andrew, and his wife live in Burbank, CA.

Coming to this church has felt like coming home.  It has helped me 
ease into apartment living with its limited space.  It has provoked 
me to consider ways to move forward and to give back as an octo-
genarian.  I am very grateful.

Stephen Roberts
My wife Jan and I are from Durham, NH having lived there for over 
50 years as members of the Durham UU Fellowship.

I grew up in the Concord area.  My father EN Roberts and mother 
Carolyn Roberts signed the Concord UU church book.  My father 
was a long term Sunday School teacher for the UU High School 
group.  I received my religious education from the Concord UU 
Church School and Youth Group.  My wife Jan and I were married 
in the Concord UU Church in 1967 but have lived in Durham until November 2017 when we moved to Havenwood in 
Concord.

I am interested in art, photography, town planning, hiking and history.  My wife Jan, our dog Willie and I love to travel 
in our small Casita Camper.

My primary employers were; our family surveying business while growing up, US Army Artillery, the NH Highway De-
sign Office, Textron Automotive and the Durham Planning Board.  My type of work was “Manufacturing Engineer” 
– Large Part Automotive Assembly Lines.

I have been a UU in places where it was very hard to be a UU (rural southwest).  I was baptized as a Unitarian by Rev. 
Dana Greely in the Arlington Street Church, Boston MA after birth and have never left.

I see myself being involved in the Concord UU starting as a greeter/usher/clean-up/etc. at first.  The future depends on 
communicating our vision with the young so they can help us grow.  My role in that enterprise is TBD. 
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Anne Meyers

I live in Deerfield with my husband, Jason Mahon, and our children, 
Avery, Caledonia, and Genevieve. I was raised UU, attending the 
Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, NJ, where I grew up. I am an adult 
education teacher, and work in a library. I love stories and the peo-
ple behind them. I like to be outdoors, to cook, to read, and to 
work with my hands. I am a fiber enthusiast and enjoy spinning, 
weaving, knitting, and talking about these arts.

My deepest hope in becoming a member of this church is that I 
find more ways to contribute thoughtfully to the world around me 
and to work for social, political, and environmental justice. When 
I was a teenager, UU youth group was fundamental to the way I 
understood and related with the world, and I’d like my children to 
be part of something like that. I look forward to connecting with 
this community in love and service.

 

 

 

Sue Moyer
I grew up in Garden City, Long Island, attended Cornell Universi-
ty for three years, then went to be with my new husband, in the 
Army. After 23 years of working on Wall Street, my husband, Bill, 
moved to Dallas Texas, where he worked for another trust com-
pany.  A year later, I followed.

I returned to college on Long Island while we lived there, finishing 
my degree, a B.A in music. After the move, I earned a second de-
gree, in Music Therapy.

We have three adult children, all of whom were born on Long Is-
land.  We are living with our younger daughter and her husband, 
Bob and Carla Drew, in Canterbury. We have another daughter in 
Vermont and a son in Arkansas, five grandchildren (two sets of 
twins and one singleton).

I’m interested in almost anything musical, especially opera, movies 
and live theater.  

I retired from working as a music therapist in nursing homes and the psychiatric floor of a small local hospital.

I’m seldom quirky and was labeled a “straight arrow” in college, way back when.

I started attending Concord UU Church because it’s the closest to Canterbury and the one my family attended when 
they first moved here thirty years ago.  I would like to be involved as a Greeter on Sunday and am already a sometime-
choir member (depending on the weather).  I greatly appreciate this welcoming congregation.
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