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Last month, writing about our community plate, I mused 
out loud: “What if we went as deep in our support as we 
have gone broad?  What if we zeroed in on one issue and 
made a truly noticeable difference?”  Well, you did it – and 

incredibly so.  On Sunday, December 10th, instead of the typ-
ical $500, our community plate raised an astonishing $19,014! 

Perhaps it was the appeal of the $5,000 matching funds made avail-
able by a generous congregant. (Thank you!  You know who you are.) Per-

haps it was our long-term commitment to make homelessness a social justice 
priority.  Perhaps it was the high visibility and clearly defined goals of the Concord Coali-

tion to End Homelessness (CCEH).  Perhaps it was the cold weather reminding us of a basic need 
many of us take for granted.  Perhaps it was your kind heart connecting with our covenant “to 
help one another.”  And most likely it was a combination of all of these and more.
Your generosity will have a concrete and noticeable impact.  And it comes in addition to the 
$20,600 already donated or pledged to the CCEH’s Safe Spaces Campaign by congregants prior 
to December 10th.  That makes for almost $40,000 in support from our church alone, or close to 
10 percent of total private giving to date.  So much of what CCEH will be able to accomplish in the 
years to come will be a direct result of our generosity.  Thank you!  I am so proud to be publicly 
associated with our congregation, and I hope so are you.
What else makes you proud to be a part of this faith community?  I’d love to hear from you.  Just a 
line or two (or more if you feel inspired).  Are you proud of our solar panels?  Do you take pride in 
our offerings of contemplative practices?  The quality of our Greens Fair?  Our work with refugees?  
Our commitment to healthy communication?  The beauty of our woods?  Our welcoming attitude 
towards diverse spiritual paths?
Talking with a friend, what would be the three things you would get most excited about telling 
them regarding our community?  Our passion for music, OWL (Our Whiole Lives), our covenant 
groups, the way we care for one another, our visibility at rallies and service events?
I used to hesitate feeling pride as part of my belonging to a group.  I was concerned about how it 
would affect my attitude toward those belonging to other groups.  I still think there is a danger, 
yet I believe that we can learn to feel proud of the identity and accomplishments of our own 
group while maintaining respect and appreciation for other groups and their members.  Belong-
ing to a group does not imply a sense of superiority.  May we all help model this kind of healthy 
pride in the groups we value, as we engage with those whose passions and values are different.
        With love and gratitude,
         Michael
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Worship in January
Sunday Services begin at 10:30 am
1/4/2018 – 2 pm:  “We Are Who We Worship - UU Worship Service at Havenwood-Heritage Heights,” Rev. Michael 
Leuchtenberger, at H-HH Retirement Community, 33 Christian Ave, Concord 

1/7/2018:  “Who Are You?  Who Says?”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

Most identities are social constructs perpetuated by our culture to help us navigate the complexities of our social 
interactions.  The identities we claim are powerful factors shaping our lives. Societies function when we respect each 
other’s identities.  Dysfunction emerges when some have power over others to assign the identities that frame who 
they can be.  So who are you?  And who says?

Our first Sunday drop-in covenant group will focus on our monthly theme of “Identity.”  All are invited to participate.  
Rev. Lyn Marshall will facilitate.

1/14/2018:  “Our Founding Reality:  Genocide”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

As Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz points out, to this day we idolize men who advocated and implemented genocide as great 
heroes, as embodying the essence of the American spirit.  Who and what we worship speaks directly to who we are 
and what we can become as individuals and as a nation.  As long as violence and exploitation are seen as benign by-
products of U.S. democracy we are stuck.  Our UU identity calls us to resist.

1/14/2018 – 7 pm: Taize Service, Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

A time for meditation, reflection, and renewal through music, brief words, and silence. Come sing, light a candle, and 
nurture your spirit during this non-traditional worship experience.

1/21/2018:  “Don’t Yuck my Yum,” Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

“Don’t Yuck My Yum” has become a favorite guideline within our youth group covenant.  It reminds us to notice when 
someone is passionate and excited about something and to be careful and kind in the way we react to that passion 
even if we don’t share the excitement.  Our passions are core to who we are.  They often become the sacred spaces 
we return to again and again.  Having others disparage or violate those sacred spaces can be hurtful and devastating.  
Better not to yuck someone’s yum.

1/21/2018  — 7 pm:  “Dances of Universal Peace,” Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson                                                                                     

The practice of the Dances of Universal Peace cultivates harmony in body, mind and spirit. This community practice 
includes focus on breath, listening, feeling, seeing and silence. An atmosphere of heart centered peace and harmony 
is created.

1/28/2017:  “#metoo & the millions of hidden identities,”  Whitney Howarth

African-American social activist Tarana Burke’s original “Me, Too” campaign, launched in 2007, aimed to provide sup-
port to survivors of sexual violence who were marginalized, poor, underrepresented and without a network or com-
munity to protect them.  Many such women self-identify as American women of color, millions more exist globally. But 
despite the ground-swell of solidarity that millions of American women experienced thanks to the #metoo campaign, 
it is important to acknowledge the millions of invisible and silenced women that will never feel safe enough to share 
their story.  Hidden but not forgotten, the identities of those who cannot safely speak the truth deserve allies and 
advocates.  For them, and their sisters globally, UUs are called to stand on the side of love and say #hertoo.

2



Worship        Worship        Worship        Worship        Worship                     Se
rve          Serve          Serve          Serve          Serve          Serve            

3

Immigrant Solidarity
Bill Faulkner, on behalf of the our Immigrant Solidarity group

On October 1st, following an affirmative vote by UU Church members, Michael endorsed the objectives, 
strategies, and tactics of the NH Immigrant Solidarity Network.  Since then, a group has met twice in a con-
tinuing effort to clarify what role our faith community will play in the Network.  Please consider joining us 
on January 9th from 4 to 5 PM in the Church parlor as we continue to discuss what level of support we will 
offer.  Your opinions and participation are important.

Family Promise Thank You and Good News
Wendy Olson, our church’s Family Promise coordinator

Thank you to all the people who volunteered in some way to make Family Promise run smoothly the week 
of December 10th through December 17th. The time and effort that so many people put into Family Promise 
was appreciated by the two families that we served. The good news is that one family was able to leave our 
church a few days early because they were able to move into their own apartment. The second family also 
found an apartment and would be moving as soon as the paperwork was completed. Family Promise of 
Greater Concord is working to fill the slots with homeless families who need help to become sustainable on 
their own.

If you would like to volunteer in some way our next Family Promise Week is the week of February 18th 
through February 25th. Sign ups will begin later in January.

What’s Cookin’ ?
Fran Philippe, our church’s Friendly Kitchen coordinator

Our church has been providing a monthly dinner at the Friendly Kitchen for decades, most recently on the 
first Wednesday.  I remember my daughter helping me serve soup and sandwiches in the basement of River-
bend when she was 10 years old, 35 years ago!

We’ve had many very dedicated volunteers through 
those years, some on a regular basis, some as they 
can and some on call.  YOUR opportunity to be a part 
of this rewarding experience starts now.  The sign-up 
sheet is on the small bulletin board to the left as you 
enter fellowship hall.  Add YOUR name to one month 
or more, or to the on-call list with your email.

Be a Friendly Cook at the Friendly Kitchen!
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Lifespan Faith Development
Rev. Lyn Marshall, Minister of Lifespan Faith Development

I love the words of Howard Thurman that we often use as the close of our Christmas Eve services: 
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among the [siblings],
To make music in the heart.
Here we are in January, faced with this work of healing a broken world, and maybe healing something bro-
ken in our own hearts or the hearts of people dear to us.
Our theme for the month is Identity, and in a sense, this is the work of faith development - helping us know 
who we are, individually and as members of a community. Helping us to be able to articulate what gives our 
life meaning and purpose. Holding us accountable to our highest ideals and values. Teaching ourselves and 
our children the practices and rituals of our faith, even as our liberal religious tradition invites us to question 
and evolve those practices and rituals as our understanding of what is needed to build Beloved Community 
evolves.
As we engage with this topic, I invite you to consider, individually as well as in your families and various 
groups at church, what does your identity as a Unitarian Universalist mean to you? If you are hesitant to 
claim the label still, I invite you to explore that reluctance. How does your identity as a UU mesh with other 
identities you hold?
I believe these conversations are important, because as we feel a sense of belonging to a community, we 
deepen our commitment to acting in service to that community. 
One chalice lighting we teach our younger children goes: This is the church of the open 
minds. This is the church of the helping hands. This is the church of the loving hearts.
May we take up our part of the work of Christmas in this new year, and find satis-
faction in doing that work together with open minds, helping hands, and loving 
hearts.

         Lyn
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Family-Friendly Events
Looking for something fun to do at church with the whole family?

New Year’s Day Games & Chocolate: Start 2018 
right - come at 1:00 pm with some food to share, a 
game you want to play, and/or something chocolat-
ey. There will be some special activities for younger 
children who might not be quite ready to sit and 
play board games. End time is fluid depending on 
the needs of participants; it has become a favorite 
way to spend a relaxed, informal afternoon play-
ing, talking, and laughing together.
Games & Chocolate: (the regularly recurring event) 
will go on as scheduled on Friday, January 5 from 
6:30-9:00 pm.
Movie Night: Our next one is January 20 at 6:00 
pm, movie starting at 6:30. Watch for posters at 

church to learn the movie selection, or just come and be surprised. 
Bring-A-Friend Sunday, Pancake Breakfast, January 21:  Breakfast at 9 am before Sunday School at 9:30 am.  
Family Ministry Dessert & Discussion, Friday, January 26, 6:00-7:30 pm. Childcare available. We will talk about 
what it means to be your child’s primary religious educator. What big questions have caught you off guard? 
What conversations have gone well, or not so well? What values and ideals do you hope to pass on to your 
children? Rev. Lyn Marshall will host the conversation.

2018 Lenten Luncheons sponsored by Greater Concord Interfaith Council 
submitted by Suzanne Rude, our church’s co-representative to GCIC
You are cordially invited to attend the 2018 Lenten Luncheon series, which will be held at Bow Mills United 
Methodist Church at 505 South St. in Bow (just south of the Concord/Bow town line).  
Luncheon dates:  Thursdays, February 22 and March 1, 8, 15, 22.  
Time:  12:00-1:00pm.  
Speakers:  To be announced. 
The Greater Concord Interfaith Council is pleased to continue offering this historic luncheon series as an op-
portunity for fellowship and spiritual growth.  Ticket price per luncheon:  $7.00 per person with  proceeds to 
benefit Friends of Forgotten Children, a dynamic grassroots organization which helps families and individu-
als in Greater Concord to meet their basic needs for food, clothing, household goods, furniture and holiday 
gifts.  Donations in addition to the $7.00 ticket price are also welcome in order to provide additional support 
to Friends of Forgotten Children.   
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January Special Events 
Mon, Jan 1 at 1pm:  New Year’s Day Games & Chocolate

Thu, Jan 4 at 2pm: Worship at Havenwood

Fri, Jan 5 at 6:30pm:  Games & Chocolate

Sun, Jan 7: Guest at Your Table donation deadline

Sun, Jan 7 at 9:15 am: Community Plate meeting

Sun, Jan 7 at 12:15 pm: Drop-In Covenant Group

Sun, Jan 7 at 12:15 pm: Estate & Legacy Gift Planning 
Luncheon Seminar

Tue, Jan 9 at 4pm: Immigrant Solidarity meeting

Fri, Jan 12: Coming of Age sleepover

Sun, Jan 14 at 12:15 pm: Journey Continues Elders Group

Sun, Jan 14 at 2:15 pm: Exploring Membership #3

Sat, Jan 20 at 6pm: Family Movie Night

Sun, Jan 21 at 9am:  Bring-a-Friend Sunday & Pancake 
Breakfast

Sun, Jan 21 at noon: Parish Notes deadline

Sun, Jan 21 during worship: New Member Welcoming

Sun, Jan 21 at 12:15 pm: Leaders Council

Tue, Jan 23: Building a Culture of Peace Forum

Fri, Jan 26 at 6pm: Family Ministry Dessert & Discussion

Thu, Feb 1 at 7pm: Imbolc Ritual

See our calendar online for the 
most complete and up-to-date     
events:  

www.concorduu.org

Ongoing Events 
Worship Service - every Sunday @ 10:30 am

Dances of Universal Peace - 3rd Sunday @ 7 pm

Taize at Concord UU - 2nd Sunday @ 7 pm, Oct-Apr

UU Worship at Havenwood - 1st Thursday @ 2 pm

Faith Development for Children & Adults - most Sun-
days, 9:30 to 10:15 am

Senior High Youth Group - most Fridays @ 7 pm

Games and Chocolate - most 1st Fridays at 6:30 pm

Family Covenant Group - 2nd Fridays at 6 pm (please 
contact Rev. Lyn Marshall before attending)

Parents of Teens Covenant Group - 3rd Fridays at 7 pm 
(please contact Rev. Lyn Marshall before attending)

Drop-In Covenant Group - 1st Sundays at 12:15 pm

Choir Rehearsal - most Thursdays, 7 pm to 8:30 pm

Choir Warmup - most Sundays, 9:30 am

Visiting Voices - 2nd Saturdays - 9am off-site warmup, 
10am at Merrimack Valley Nursing Home

Mindfulness Practice Group - 2nd and 4th Mon @ 7 pm

Meditation - Tuesdays @ 7 pm

Friendly Kitchen prep and serve day - 1st Wed @ 3 pm

OutFITters workday - 3rd Mon. at 10 am

Noah Project on Sustainability - every Sunday at 9:30 am

Native American Healing Circle - 4th Fri. @ 7 pm

The Journey Continues Elders Grp - 2nd Sun. @ 12:15 pm

Caring for Aging Loved Ones Support  - 4th Sun @ 7 pm

UU Book Group - 4th Wed @ 4 pm Sept to June (may 
not be open to new people)

Poetry Group - 3rd Wed @ 5pm, off-site at Havenwood

If your event is listed incorrectly, please contact Lea at 
lea@concorduu.org.

http://www.concorduu.org


Leaders’ Council:  Toward Synergy
Sunday, Jan. 21 at 12:15 pm
How can we network across church programs to share re-
sources and increase impact?  This is an opportunity for 
church leaders to share information about our programs, to 
have the big picture of all that’s happening at Concord UU, 
and to build synergy. 
Please prepare to briefly share what your team/group/com-
mittee is working on, and to listen and learn about the work 
of others.  All are welcome, and every committee/group/
team should send its chair or representative.  
The meeting will be held in the parlor from 12:15 to 1:45pm, 
and a light lunch of fruit, bread and cheese will be provided.

Financial Statement of Mission:           
The Cost of “Transforming Ourselves and the World”
David Canfield, Stewardship Chair

In his writings on church ministry and finance, Michael Durall of the CommonWealth Con-
sulting Group urges church leaders to drop the term “operating budget” and replace it with 
“Financial Statement of Mission.”  The former suggests a business model and the goal of 
making a profit, he asserts, while the latter better-fits a church and its mission of transform-
ing lives and the world.

“We cannot transform lives without facilities, staff, programs, and especially our worship 
and outreach expenditures…it’s all mission,” Durall says.

This year, our Church’s Financial Statement of Mission totals $415,000.  That’s the cost of car-
rying out our myriad ministries of healing and helping individual parishioners and others in 
spiritual need, congregational worship and music, lifespan faith development, and outreach 
to new Americans, the homeless, and others.

At our Church, the average cost per pledging family or individual (198 pledging units) of all 
these efforts to “transform ourselves and the world” is about $2,100 this year.  Our pledges 
average about $1,300 and cover just over 60% of what this work is costing.  We look to en-
dowment income, rentals, and fundraising events to fund the remainder.  Pledging in other 
UU Churches generally covers 75-85% of the cost of their overall mission.  
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Another Big Raffle is Coming
Lorraine Ellis, Assistant Treasurer and Raffle Organizer

Details are still being worked out, so watch your eBulletin for more news.  What we know 
so far: tickets will be sold during the month of February, with a big prize drawing (or 2, or 3!) 
likely during the first week of March.   Our budget goal is to raise $5000 for the church, so 
once again we’ll need lots of people on board to sell tickets to friends and family. Let’s look 
forward to having some fun with this.  Will you, or someone you know, pocket a hefty prize?

Visiting Voices
If one of your New Years resolutions is to give of yourself to others, then here is a great op-
portunity. Visiting Voices is s dedicated group of singers that goes to Merrimack County Nurs-
ing Home on the second Saturday each month. We gather to rehearse at 9AM at the home 
of Sharie & Mike Annicchiarico, and you’ll be home by 11:30. Please consider joining us. No 
special vocal talents are required. The residents will love it. Call Sharie Annicchiarico at 225-
6262 for questions.

Thank You for a Wonderful Greens and Artisans Fair
Erika & Jim Downie, Fair Coordinators

A BIG Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the Greens and Artisans Fair a success!  
We were able to bring in just over $3000.  This 
is truly a team effort - all the bakers, raffle 
basket makers, cooks and servers, crafters, 
wreath makers, sign placers and the many 
volunteers for set up and the day of the fair-- 
YOU DID IT!  Please if you took a sign, remem-
ber to bring it in to be used next year.  We will 
also gladly accept wreath bows and decora-
tions.  See you in the spring--Plant and Yard 
sale is just around the corner.  

.  
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Help Select our Community Plates
Deb Bruss, Community Plate Committee Chair

The next monthly meeting to choose upcoming community plates, which are taking during 
Sunday services, will be on Sunday, January 7th at 9:15 AM. The meeting room will be posted 
outside the office. We are in the process of changing our committee’s name from Community 
Service Committee (CSC) to the Community Plate Committee (CPC). There are several church 
committees and many individuals who do community service work so it doesn’t make sense 
that our committee claims the name.
If you would like to discuss or submit a request for a community plate, there are three ways 
that you can do it. 1) Email me at deborahbruss@mac.com or, 2) Come to one of our monthly 
meetings or, 3) Fill out a blue plate request form (found outside the office)and leave it in the 
CSC mailbox in the office. 
The members of the committee hope to hear from you.

Steps to Publicize Your Church Activity
1. Schedule your activity with Lea in the office so that your event will show up on the church’s 

master calendar which can be seen on the church’s website at www.concorduu.org and 
in the eBulletin. 

2. Submit an article to the weekly e-Bulletin at ebulletin@concorduu.org by Wed. at 6pm.  
The eBulletin is best for short, timely articles.  Usually articles are only run ONCE in the 
e-Bulletin so choose your week wisely!  Repeats can be made if space permits, at the dis-
cretion of the editor.

3. Submit an article to the monthly newsletter, Parish Notes, parishnotes@concorduu.org.  
The deadline is usually the third Sunday of the month but can vary.  Parish Notes can fit 
longer articles, and articles need not be time-sensitive.

4. Occasionally, the minister may make an announcement about a special event.  Always, 
this announcement should be accompanied by an article in e-Bulletin so that the minister 
can refer people to that article for further info.  Please consult Michael in advance.

5. The website www.concorduu.org is an appropriate place to publish general information 
about church groups and activities.  Submit your request to webmaster@concorduu.org; 
the webmaster has discretion on inclusion of any submitted items.

6. You can request a post on our Facebook page up to once weekly.  Send your text, with a 
photo if possible, to lea@concorduu.org at least three business days before you wish to 
have it posted.



 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord, NH 
 

 
 

Do you have estate planning questions? 
Have you considered leaving a legacy gift to our Church... 

or might you? 
 

We invite you to our luncheon seminar 
 

ESTATE & LEGACY PLANNING: THE BASICS 
and William Walker Society Recognitions 

 

Sunday, January 7th 
after church 

12:15 to 2:00 p.m. in the Church Parlor 
 

Presenters: 
David W. Feltus, Jr. 

Brackett L. Scheffy, J.D. 
David W. Canfield, C.F.R.E. (Ret.) 

 

RSVP 
Sign-up sheet in Parlor 

or email office@concorduu.org 
 

For further information, see any member of the Legacy Committee: 
David Canfield, David Feltus, Linda Rogers, Jack Wakelin 

 
 



Staff
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, Senior Minister  
715-7557 (cell), michael@concorduu.org 

Rev. Lyn Marshall,    
Minister of Lifespan Faith Development
224-0291 x3  
568-8084 (cell), lyn@concorduu.org                                                                                                          

Calvin Herst, Accompanist                                                                                                                                      
calvin@concorduu.org

Linda Mai, Choir Director
linda@concorduu.org

Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator 
224-0291 x4  
lea@concorduu.org

Kathie Martin, Facility Manager 
717-5268 (emergency only)    

Officers
Anne Zinkin, Moderator
Sara McNeil, Clerk
Karen Mayo, Treasurer
Jack Wakelin, Custodian of Trust Funds
Beth Corcoran, Fran Philippe, & Lorraine Ellis,        
  Assistant Treasurers

Board of Trustees                                             
Lisa Eberhart, Chair
Dick Bennett, Vice-Chair
Anne Dupre, Secretary
Suzanne Rude
Linda Rogers
Gary Schroeder

Whale Coast Alaska
Four Unitarian Universalist Fellowships in Alaska in-
vite you to our awe-inspiring, 25th annual Alaska tour 
program. 

TOUR #1: 

National Park Tour, June 9 to 19 -- $3,135

TOUR #2: 

All-Alaska Tour, July 6 to 18 -- $3,843 

WHERE:  

From the coastal waters to the sunny Interior, from 
wilderness to modern cities.  We experience the best 
of Alaska: Fairbanks, Denali Park, Anchorage, Ju-
neau, Sitka, Seward  

SEE:

• Wildlife: whales, seals, bears, moose, caribou, & 
more. 

• Glaciers, islands, fjords, and mountain ranges. 

• Native American artists and dancers.

• Alaska’s finest museums.

• Spectacular travel by train, plane, and boat.

STAY:  Real Alaska!  UU homestays, meals, & dinner 
parties with Alaska UUs who treat you like friends.

More information: www.WhaleCoastAK.org 

Email: dfrey@WhaleCoastAK.org

Telephone: 907-322-4966

Hurry! Each tour sells out when 40 guests register.    
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord
274 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301-2551
603-224-0291
office@concorduu.org
www.concorduu.org

Join Us for Worship on Sundays
Worship Service begins at 10:30 am.
Lifespan Faith Development for Children and 
Adults is at 9:30 am.
 

See our calendar online for a complete and up-to-
date events listing: www.concorduu.org
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

mailto:office@concorduu.org
www.concorduu.org
http://www.concorduu.org
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