
Parish Notes
The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord

Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger & Rev. Lyn Marshall
Ministers’ Musings

October 2018

A huge shout out to the 147 of you who responded to our inquiry about what kind of Second Hour offerings would most 
resonate with you.  The answer was a resounding “YES.” J  The results affirmed that, yes, there is a hunger and longing 
for a variety of offerings for adults and kids, including a Community Luncheon that follows our Second Hour activities.  
Here is a summary of what we learned:

“Yes, count me in” or “Interested”:  TEDTalk Discussion (61%), Contemplative Practice (44%), Class with Curriculum (41%), 
Social Justice (41%), Arts (31%), Music (35%), Covenant Group (48%), Service Projects (42%), Teach Sunday School (6%), 
Unstructured Social Time (35%).

We also asked you to rank up to three top priorities for the Second Hour period.  Looking at your #1 priority only, here 
is what emerged:  TEDTalk (22%), Practice (18%), Class (11%), Social Justice (11%), Music (11%), Covenant Group (10%), Arts 
(7%), Unstructured Social Time (5%), Teach Sunday School (4%), Service Project (2%).  When expanded to include your top 
three priorities, the results are shown on the graph below.

Clearly, TED Talk Discussions have a broad appeal, so we will offer them each Second Hour.  Same for Contemplative 
Practices.  We plan to offer a class most of the time, a Social Justice activity once a month, and alternate Music and Arts 
offerings, sometimes blended with a Service Project.  Given the popularity of Covenant Groups, we are thinking about 
offering those on 1st or 4th Sundays to allow folks to attend regularly without missing out on other Second Hour ses-
sions.

The final question was about your interest in attending a Community Luncheon after Second Hour and Sunday School 
activities have concluded at 12:30 pm.  Of the 128 who responded, 23% anticipate attending “every time” or “most of the 
time,” 16% said “around half the time”, 36% “occasionally”, and 9% don’t think they will ever attend.

With these results in hand, we went ahead and gave our “Second Hour” experiment a try.  On 9/16, we offered four 
activities for adults along with our Sunday School classes for kids and youth.  28 of you showed up for the “TEDTalk 
Discussion”, 10 participated in an “Introduction to Mindfulness” practice (thank you Margaret & Craig), 6 engaged in 
“Immigrant Justice Action” (thank you Cheryl), and 5 got creative during “Art That Serves” cardmaking (thank you 
Brenda).  In addition, we had 7 kids in the nursery, 7 youth in Building Bridges, and 17(!!) four to eleven year olds in our 
Picture Book Principles class.

(continued on page 3)
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October Worship Services
10/4/2018 - 2 pm:  “Living with Integrity” - UU Worship Service at Havenwood Heritage Heights
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, at H-HH Retirement Community, 33 Christian Ave, Concord
Why does living with integrity matter?  What makes living with integrity difficult?  What are the trade-offs to living with 
integrity?

10/7/2018:  “Today”  Rev. Robin Bartlett
Jesus is newly on a preaching circuit when he ends up in his hometown congregation in Gallilee. He had become a bit 
of a celebrity preacher by the time he went back to his hometown to preach, but nothing can prepare him for this. 
He stands in the pulpit in front of his daddy and mama, and the woman who scolded him for taking too much cake at 
social hour when he was five, and the person who taught his 5th grade Our Whole Lives class when he made his first 
ridiculous off-colored joke. He looks over the crowd, reads a small passage from the scroll, and sits down. Then he 
stands back up and says “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” and drops the mic. 
Come hear one of your home-grown preach for the first time in the pulpit of her childhood on the “Power of Today.”
Rev. Robin Bartlett is the Senior Pastor at the First Church in Sterling, Massachusetts (UUA/UCC). Ordained a Unitar-
ian Universalist minister in 2013, she has dual standing with the United Church of Christ. She holds masters degrees in 
counseling/psychology from Lesley University and an MDiv from Boston University School of Theology. The daughter 
of Peter and Christy Bartlett and Beth (Bartlett) and Stew Armstrong, she was born and raised in Concord, dedicated 
as a baby, and came of age in the Concord congregation. She lives in the parsonage in Sterling, MA with her husband 
Andy Linscott, and her three children, Cecilia (12), Eloisa (8), and Isaac (5).

10/14/2018:  “Integrity - A Worthy Goal?”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger
Integrity is about honesty, truth telling, principles, fairness, and good character.  It’s what we expect in our leaders.  
It’s what we hope for in ourselves.  Yet most of us consistently fall short - especially when we think we can get away 
with it unnoticed.  As C.S. Lewis said: “Integrity is doing the right thing even when no one is watching.”  What makes 
integrity so appealing - especially in others - and is it truly a goal worthy of our highest aspirations?  What happens 
when integrity and happiness collide?

10/14/2018 – 7 pm: Taize Service, Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger
A time for meditation, reflection, and renewal through music, brief words, and silence. Come sing, light a candle, and 
nurture your spirit during this non-traditional worship experience.

10/21/2018:  “The Challenge of Distasteful Integrity”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger
Integrity does not imply a particular set of moral values.  Opposing moral values can in themselves be consistent, 
coherent, and whole.  Each side of a moral argument can represent and inspire a life of integrity, however distasteful 
the moral decisions will look from across the moral divide.  How do we respect the integrity of those with whom we 
disagree?  Do we compromise our own integrity in the process?

10/21/2018  — 7 pm:  Dances of Universal Peace, Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson                                                                                     
The practice of the Dances of Universal Peace cultivates harmony in body, mind and spirit. This community practice 
includes focus on breath, listening, feeling, seeing and silence. An atmosphere of heart centered peace and harmony 
is created.

10/28/2018:  “Got Integrity?”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger
Assuming we aspire to act with greater integrity, what practices might be helpful, what insights may prepare the 
ground?
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Ministers’ Musings
(continued from page 1)

We anticipated about 40 people to stay for the Community Luncheon yet ended up with about twice that 
many.  Thanks to the amazing juggling abilities of our inaugural Luncheon Host Anne Drewniak there was 
enough food for all to eat while seated around our new round tables!  A special thank you to all who con-
tributed to the Lunch Fund so others may enjoy a free meal in the future.  Second Hour and Community Lun-
cheon will be back on October 14th & 21st (and every 2nd and 3rd Sunday thereafter).

October Targeted Appeal:  Caring for our Youngest UUs
When we passed our budget last year, we added 
a new way to fund some of our church operations 
with targeted giving. Our October goal is to raise 
$1500 to support our child care program. We are 
very fortunate to have Christina Oliva as our Nurs-
ery Care Provider. In addition to being a warm, lov-
ing presence for our very youngest congregants on 
Sunday mornings, she makes it possible for parents 
with young children to participate in the Family 
Covenant Group, Exploring Membership classes, 
congregational meetings, and other special events. 
We have seen an uptick in family participation over 
the past few months. Your support of this targeted 
campaign will help parents participate more fully in 
the life of the congregation, knowing their children 

are having a good time with caregivers who are reinforcing our Unitarian Universalist values. Please give a 
little or a lot as you are able, so that this important ministry is available whenever parents need it.

To help support this program, you can write a check to UU Church with Targeted Appeal on the memo line.  
Or you can give online at https://uuconcordnh.breezechms.com/give/online.  Choose Targeted Appeal from 
the dropdown choice of funds.

Earth Centered Spirituality Forum:  Oct. 7 at 11:30am
Join Rev. Leuchtenberger, church members, and members of the Earth Centered Spirituality Group to dis-
cuss the future of earth centered practices in the church.

https://uuconcordnh.breezechms.com/give/online
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Youth Service Learning

After carefully considering two possible destinations for their Ser-
vice Learning trip in February, the Youth Group decided to take a 
trip, sponsored by Compas de Nicaragua, to Costa Rica. Because of 
political unrest in Nicaragua, Michael Boudreau and the Compas de 
Nicaragua team put together a trip to San Jose, the capital of Costa 
Rica, to work with Women in Action members in “La Managuita,” a 
neighborhood that is primarily Nicaraguans. We will offer our hands 
to work on a service project while learning about Nicaraguan mi-
gration to Costa Rica and the current political situation in Nicara-
gua. We will also stay at Playa Hermosa on the Pacific Ocean in 
northwest Costa Rica to work on a community garden and environ-
mental project.

We will be doing some fund raising with an eye to not exhausting 
the congregation with frequent asks. If you would like to support a 
youth with a donation, please speak to Michael or Lyn. We want to 
be sure no one is excluded for financial reasons.

Community Plate Update
Since 2012, our UU Community Plate has collected funds for 107 non-profit organizations and other projects 
that align with UU principles. Fantastic! We thank you for your generosity.

Members of the church are welcome to make requests for a Sunday plate collection. The blue request forms 
can be found above the round table in the hall outside the office. Leave these in the office. Or you can email 
me at deborahbruss@mac.com and tell me a little bit about your request. 

As always, we welcome new members to our committee. We are in the process of changing our name from 
the Community Service Committee to the Community Plate Committee. We generally meet on the last Sun-
day of the month. Our next meeting is October 28th after church. You are welcome to drop by.  The Com-
munity Plate Committee includes Deb Bruss (committee chair), Suzanne Rude, Patty Bass and Rik Yeames.

Walk or Run for Homeless on October 27th
This year’s “Wicked FIT Run/Walk” is right around the corner.  It will be at 9:30 Saturday morning, October, 
27th, at Rollins Park in Concord.  Last fall, our “Wicked UU’s” contingent of kids and adults delivered the 2nd 
largest of more than 30 team donations.  Our participation helps Families in Transition provide housing for 
homeless families and individuals in Concord, Manchester and Dover.

Come and join your fellow UU’s for this beautiful, bracing fall-morning walk (or run, if you like) that has be-
come a UUCC autumn tradition.  Your donation via an upcoming Sunday Plate, or when you register online 
at www.fitnh.org/wickedfitrun, will count toward our team goal.  When you register, be sure to click the 
“Join a Team” button and then click “Wicked UU’s” in the list of teams.      
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Introducing our New Membership Coordinator:  Bobbie Herron

Bobbie Herron first attended and joined the UU Church of Concord in the 
early 1980s. After living in different parts of the country, she moved back to 
the Concord area in 1995 and rejoined the church in 2000. She has been an 
active volunteer in the ensuing years, working with the Welcoming Congre-
gation Committee, establishing the bookstore, assisting in social hour, and 
working in the office. 

Bobbie attended Macalester College in St Paul MN and Lesley University in 
Cambridge MA receiving a degree in Studio Art and Women’s Studies. She 
has worked most of her life in administrative positions, and established a 
creative studio where she taught SAORI-style weaving from 2005-2013. She 
currently teaches beginning art for adults at Kimball Jenkins School of Art, 
leads artist meet-ups through the Facebook group, Drawing Attention NH, 
and sells her watercolors and pen & ink drawings locally.

She joined the staff as Membership Coordinator in September.  This a new position, designed to provide leadership 
as we grow our capacity to welcome and integrate newcomers, help our current members connect more deeply, and 
notice and reach out to members who are becoming less engaged.  She will also provide general office support, includ-
ing office reception and database management.  

Inviting elders and elders-to-be to gather         
in an Ageing Journey Wisdom Circle
on Sunday, Oct. 14 11:30 am – 12:30 pm
In Your/My/Our Aging Journey we will dialogue on topics related to ageing and the changing role of elders in our so-
ciety. We will explore personal perspectives on the art of ageing, collect wisdom for the road ahead, and share our 
stories with humor and gratitude.  We will focus on the question “How do YOU want to BE as you grow older?”

In our safe and sacred space, we will come together to practice active listening, respectful sharing and lifelong learn-
ing. Pat will facilitate our October gathering then monthly leadership will rotate to others.  We encourage newcomers 
and seasoned ‘Journey Continues’ folks to come together anew and define our path forward for the coming year. 
Some of us are in our 50s or 60s, some in our 70s or older.  All are welcome! No matter your years of life experience, 
come and add your voice to the circle.

If you are interested and would like to receive Sage-ing® International resource What is a Wisdom Circle? send email 
to co-convener Pat Hoertdoerfer phoertdoerfer@metrocast.net or Linda Williams lnilemud@msn.com

Family Promise Enters its Fourth Year
Wendy Olson, our church’s Family Promise Coordinator
Family Promise of Greater Concord is beginning its fourth year of providing shelter and other resources to homeless 
families.  We will host the families the weeks of January 20-27, February 17-24, March 24-31 and April 28-May 5. 

Cash Cranson, the executive director of Family Promise of Greater Concord resigned in July.  Liane MaLossi Kerbyson 
is now the new executive director.  All of the families that we hosted last church year are  in their own housing and 
Family Promise continues to serve new families.  

Please consider volunteering in some capacity during the weeks that we host this year. If you would like to know more 
please contact Wendy Olson at wmo0808@comcast.net. 5
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October Special Events 
Sun, Oct. 7 at 9am: Pancake Breakfast

Sun, Oct. 7 at 11:30 am:  Earth Centered Spirituality Fo-
rum

Sun, Oct. 7 & 14: Mystery Match Sign Ups

Sat. Oct. 13, 9am to 5pm: Contemplative Practice Retreat

Sun, Oct. 14 at 4pm: Interfaith Choir Concert at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church

Sun, Oct. 21 & 28: Mystery Match Note Exchange

Sat, Oct. 27 at 9:30 am: Wicked FIT Walk/Run

Sat, Oct. 27 at 6 pm: Movie Night

Sun, Oct. 28 at 11:15 am: Everybody’s Birthday Party dur-
ing Social Hour

Sun, Oct. 28 at 11:30 am: Fall Grounds Cleanup

The Goods and Services Auction, orginally 
scheduled for October, has been postponed 
until February 9.  Start thinking about how 
you would like to participate:  as a volunteer, 
a donor, a bidder, or all three!

Office Offerings
Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator

With all the Sunday morning changes this year, many 
church groups are wondering when they should 
schedule their church-wide forums, committee 
meetings, or anything else.  We are all still feeling our 
way in to these answers, but in general:

• If you have a class, community service opportu-
nity, or contemplative practice to share on a Sun-
day, talk to Rev. Lyn Marshall about offering it on 
a 2nd or 3rd Sunday as part of Second Hour.  

• If you have church business to conduct on a Sun-
day (committee meeting, congregational forum, 
or church work party), talk to me about schedul-
ing it for the 1st, 4th, or 5th Sunday after worship, 
or any Sunday before worship.

October Ongoing Events 
Worship Service - Sundays at 10 am

Faith Development for Children - 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays 
at 11:30 am

“Second Hour” Adult Learning, Service & Practice - 2nd 
& 3rd Sundays at 11:30 am

Community Lunch - 2nd & 3rd Sundays at 12:30 pm

Drop-in Covenant Group - 1st Sundays at 11:30a m

Dances of Universal Peace - 3rd Sunday at 7 pm

Taize at Concord UU - 2nd Sunday at 7 pm

UU Worship at Havenwood - 1st Thursday at 2 pm

Senior High Youth Group - most Fridays at 7 pm

Games and Chocolate - 1st Fridays at 6:30 pm

Family Covenant Group - 2nd Fridays at 6 pm (please 
contact organizers before attending)

Parents of Teens Covenant Group - 3rd Fri at 7 pm 
(please contact organizers before attending)

Choir Rehearsal - most Thursdays, 7 pm to 8:30 pm

Choir Warmup - most Sundays, 9:15 am

Visiting Voices - 2nd Saturdays - 9am off-site warmup, 
10am at Merrimack Valley Nursing Home

Mindfulness Practice Group - 2nd and 4th Mon. at 7 pm

Meditation - Tuesdays at 7 pm

Friendly Kitchen prep and serve day - 1st Wed. at 3 pm

Noah Project on Sustainability - every Sunday at 9 am

Native American Healing Circle - 4th Friday at 7  pm

Ageing Journey Wisdom Circle - 2nd Sundays at 11:30 am

Caring for Aging Loved Ones Support Group - 4th Sun-
days at 7 pm

Memory Loss Support - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 10 am

Board of Trustees - 2nd Wed at 6:30pm

See our calendar online for the most 
complete and up-to-date list of events:  

www.concorduu.org/calendar
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A Legacy Gift from Betty Hutchinson
The Church has received a bequest from former 
member Elizabeth Woodruff Hutchinson.  Betty 
died peacefully this past July in Deerfield, NH, after 
a long and active life, at the age of 98.  Her legacy 
gift has been placed in the Endowment Fund.

One of our members recalls Betty “as the quiet foil 
for her husband Jon’s passionate talkativeness, es-
pecially about their shared social justice causes…
they loved each other – I remember them dancing 
down the middle aisle of the sanctuary during a ser-
vice, to celebrate a big anniversary or birthday.”

A lifelong skier, swimmer, tennis player and hiker, 
Betty took up road running in her 80s.  In 2013, at 
age 93, her record-setting 5K run for her age group 
won 3rd place recognition nationally in “Runners 
World” magazine’s ranking of over-40 performanc-
es of the year.

Betty is remembered by seven children, 19 grand-
children, and five great-grandchildren.  Her children 
wrote, “she loved nature, music, Frost and Steven-
son’s poetry, peace and justice, Silver Lake, Mt. Cho-
corua and the UConn women’s basketball team…
Her caring, loving presence is the foundation of our 
lives.  She lives on in each moment when one of us 
is kind, thoughtful, patient, loving, present for oth-
ers.”

Upcoming Parish Notes Deadline
Nov. 2018 issue:  Sunday, Oct. 21 at noon

Email submissions in the body of an email (not as an 
attachment) to parishnotes@concorduu.org

Submissions are accepted for church-related items 
that have been approved by a committee, church-
affiliated group or staff person.  The editor may edit 
for clarity or to fit available space.  High resolution, 
high contrast photos in .jpg format are welcome, 
and will be included if they reproduce well and if 
space permits.  If you don’t have email access, call 
Lea at 224-0291 for an alternative way to submit 
your piece. Parish Notes deadlines are firm. 
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Staff
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, Senior Minister  
715-7557 (cell), michael@concorduu.org 

Rev. Lyn Marshall,    
Minister of Lifespan Faith Development
224-0291 ext. 3#  
568-8084 (cell), lyn@concorduu.org                                                                                                          

Calvin Herst, Accompanist                                                                                                                                      
calvin@concorduu.org

Linda Mai, Choir Director
linda@concorduu.org

Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator 
224-0291 ext 4#  
lea@concorduu.org

Bobbie Herron, Membership Coordinator
224-0291 ext 2#
bobbie@concorduu.org

Kathie Martin, Facility Manager 
717-5268 (emergency only)    

Officers
Anne Zinkin, Moderator
Sara McNeil, Clerk
Karen Mayo, Treasurer
Jack Wakelin, Custodian of Trust Funds
Beth Corcoran & Lorraine Ellis,   
  Assistant Treasurers

Board of Trustees                                             
Dick Bennett, Chair
Anne Drewniak, Vice-Chair
Ann Hoey, Secretary
Gary Schroeder
Kelly Mahoney
Tom Fredenburg

mailto:parishnotes%40concorduu.org?subject=


Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord
274 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301-2551
603-224-0291
office@concorduu.org
www.concorduu.org

Join Us for Worship on Sundays at 10am

Live streaming of our worship service now available at 
concorduu.org/live starting each Sunday at 9:55 am!
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