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These are challenging days.  My instinct is to pause and share a story.

I have had two experiences in my spiritual journey that shook me to the 
core in a very good way. The first thirty-nine years of my life were full of 

fear on the inside, bravado on the outside. After an unstable childhood I 
joined the insanity of late 1960s college campus life, and only a couple years 

later was told I was going blind. Thirteen eye surgeries spread out over many 
years exposed me to some of the kindest medical professionals, but also to two 

misogynistic surgeons, medical errors, and an increasing sense of my being dam-
aged goods. Alcohol, legal and effective, became a good friend, then a bit of an ene-
my. My first deep epiphany occurred when I decided to check out a place one can go 
when concerned about one’s drinking, and discovered an entire “underground city” 
of the most loving, accepting, encouraging people I have ever met. Their wisdom 
and restraint and humility continue to leave me in awe and I am grateful for having 
this oasis of inspiration in my life, where the best of human nature is revealed. This 
first miracle is about faith in others. 

But what about my inner life, my own soul and the filter I use every day? Is it naïve to 
be an optimist? Is it worth living if I wear my turd-colored glasses and am skeptical of 
everyone’s motives? Does rehearsing a disaster change the outcome or prevent the 
next eye surgery? Not that I have found so far. And then it happened. 

In 2013, thanks to a Canadian friend having planted the seed (that seed is a glorious 
story in itself!), I had an Insight experience while driving 70 miles an hour up I-93. I 
had driven past the exit that led to my mother’s house and realized I would never be 
able to go see her there again because she had died a few years prior. My nose got 
prickly, the tears began to flow, my breath was jagged.  My whole body was tense, 
holding back the sobs because I was driving and had to maintain control of the car.

Suddenly, at the Exit 23 overpass, I looked down at my hands on the steering wheel, 
and laughed aloud. Without moving a muscle of my hands or legs, I had just had a 
full body experience based 100% on a single random thought. “NOTHING just hap-
pened!”  I cheered. 

In an instant I saw the power of the human design, of how any thought has the 
ability to become so fascinating that it will cover one’s entire field of perception. 
That it will seem to be so much more than a simple Thought because one’s body will 
collude in the dance.  The key is not the content of your thought, but rather remem-
bering (then forgetting, then remembering) that Thought is a powerful gift. Once 
acknowledged, it will change your perceptions forever.

Archimedes said, “Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to place it, 
and I shall move the world.” Balance?  If you find your fulcrum, the sky’s the limit.
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December Worship Services
12/1/2016 — 7 pm:  “UU Worship Service at Havenwood-Heritage Heights,” at H-HH Retirement Commu-
nity, 33 Christian Ave, Concord

12/4/2016 — 10:30 am:  “Balance: Cultivating a Wise Heart,” Suzanne Rude

The 11th century Jewish philosopher Solomon ibn Gabirol wrote “At the head of all understanding – is real-
izing what is and what cannot be, and the consoling of what is not in our power to change.”  The Serenity 
Prayer written by Reinhold Niebuhr in the 1930s reads: “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, Courage to change the things I can,  And wisdom to know the difference.”  How can we 
incorporate into our lives the advice offered by these sages and learn to concentrate on those things that 
are within our power to control?  

12/11/2016 — 10:30 am:  “Trans People and the Cornerstones of Unitarian Universalism,” Grace Alden

12/11/2016  — 7 pm:  “Taize @ Concord UU”

A time for meditation, reflection, and renewal through music, brief words, and silence. Come sing, light a 
candle, and nurture your spirit during this non-traditional worship experience.

12/18/2016  — 10:30 am:   “Curating Intimacy: Intentional Connection in a Digital Age,” Rachel Vogelzang

Social media is becoming the default way to make and maintain connection for an ever growing majority of 
people in our culture. Its influence is undeniable, but it leaves us with some serious questions. Does it actu-
ally help us stay more connected to each other, or is it just a tool of an ever more sophisticated propaganda 
and marketing machine? How can we use social media and new technology to maintain and foster relation-
ships, while limiting the subconscious influences they have over us? Why would someone who previously 
preached about the benefits of social media ever quit Facebook, and do they still have friends? Come pon-
der these questions and others IRL this week.

12/18/2016  — 7 pm:  “Dances of Universal Peace,” Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson                                                                                      

The practice of the Dances of Universal Peace cultivates harmony in body, mind and spirit. This community 
practice includes focus on breath, listening, feeling, seeing and silence. An atmosphere of heart centered 
peace and harmony is created.

12/21/2016 -— 7pm:  Yule/Winter Solstice Ritual, Earth Centered Spirituality Group

12/24/2016 — 5 pm:  “Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,”  Rev. Lyn Marshall
A service for the whole family full of tradition, music, candle lighting, and a no-rehearsal pageant (all are 
welcome to participate).

12/24/2016 — 9 pm:  “Christmas Eve Candles & Carols,”  Rev. Lyn Marshall
A contemplative service filled with candle light, carols, and choral music.  May peace come to our hearts 
and the world.

12/25/2016 — 10:30 am:  Christmas Morning Worship
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We need EWE for our No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant! 
All are invited to participate in our no-rehearsal pageant at the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve service. Come early to select a 
costume - feeling angelic? Sheepish? 

We need a few strategically placed security shepherds and guardian angels, and will pre-cast the Holy Family. Please 
contact Lyn Marshall, lyn@concorduu.org, if you would like to help out in a preselected role. 

Join UU Friends of Refugees for a Traditional Christmas Party
Cheryl Bourassa, Party Planner
UUFOR is gearing up for its Third Annual Christmas Party.  On December 18 after church, we will gather with younger 
members of the new American community who will learn about American Christmas traditions from the young people 
in our congregation.  We truly hope that all our pre-school and elementary age UU children will come, as well as any 
adults who would like to join us.  We have invited children from our UUFOR Circle families, as well as many others from 
families that live in our community, but do not have the same 
sort of support as we offer through our Circles.

We are planning on many fun activities, including cookie deco-
rating, cookie eating and crafts.  We’ll have Christmas caroling 
and a visit from Santa.  We are looking for youth who are willing 
to help out at our church decorating table or with crafts.  If you 
would like to bring cookies for all to share, that would be lovely.  
Please let me know if you will be doing that.   Presents for the 
new Americans will be from our congregation.  So that it appears 
to all children that Santa loves each and every one of them, we 
hope that parents will bring a wrapped and tagged small gift for 
their own child or children.   

You might have noticed that the giving tree is already up at church.  
If not, stop by and take a tag.  We need the gifts returned on 
Dec. 11 or BEFORE church on Dec. 18.  Each tag indicates a child’s 
gender, age and toy preference.  Please return gifts WRAPPED 
and with the original tag on the package.  In addition to toys for 
children, we are also asking for diapers for each baby or toddler 
in the family, and for our circle families, gift cards for the teens 
and parents.

Caroling for the Homeless
Fran Philippe
We will carry on our tradition of caroling for the homeless this year on Saturday, Dec. 17th.  Join the carolers at 5:45 at 
church to sing at the Friend’s Shelter, McKenna House and then back at church for our Family Promise guests.

No need to respond, just join in this meaningful outreach.  I think it would be nice to bring cookies this year to leave at 
each place.  If you could bring a dozen, that would be nice.
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Greens and Artisan Fair
Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 9am - 2pm

Support our vendors.

Spread the word about our beautiful wreaths and sprays. 

 Purchase a cyclamen or poinsettia for a special friend or 
colleague.

Enjoy home-baked goodies and the cookie walk.

Bring your friends, shop and have a turkey dinner for lunch! (prepared by Bob Gabrielli!)

We’ll also be open after church on Sunday, the 4th until 1 pm.

Christmas Eve Community Dinner
All are invited to a simple community meal of lasagna, bread, and salad between our two Christmas Eve 
services at 6:30 pm on Saturday, December 24. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to lyn@concorduu.org so 
we will have plenty of food for everyone.

Boys and Girls Club Holiday Shopping Spree:  
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2:30 - 5:30 pm
Peg Herbert, Coordinator

Each year for the past 8 years, our church has collected gently used items 
for all ages which are then taken to the club for the children to choose 
gifts for their families.  This is something the children look forward to 
every year and it is a fun and rewarding experience for those of us who 
volunteer.  Starting on December 4, bring your donations to the cha-
pel.  We need gifts for men and women as well as children.  (Men are 
the hardest!)  We have quite a bit of wrapping paper but could use 
lots of gift bags as they are quick and easy to use for wrapping gifts. 
This year I am planning to sort items each week so that it will not be 
quite so chaotic on that last day.  There will be a sign-up sheet for 
those who want to be a part of this fun afternoon.  Or email me at 
pherb46@tds.net and I will add you to the list.
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December Special Events 
Greens Fair setup  Thurs 12/1, 10am to 7pm &   
 Fri 12/2, 10am ‘til done
Greens & Artisan Fair Sat 12/3 9am to 2pm                                                                     
   and Sun 12/4 11:30am to 1pm
Exploring Membership Part 3 Sun 12/11 at 12:15pm 
Family Promise Week Sun 12/11 to Sun 12/18
Boys & Girls Club Holiday Gift Project    
   Thu 12/15, 2:30 - 5:30pm
Havenwood Holiday Concert Sat 12/17 at 10:15am
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal  Sat 12/17 at 4pm 
Caroling for the Homeless Sat 12/17 at 5:45pm 
New Member Ceremony  Sun 12/18 during worship
Leadership Summit Sun 12/18 at 12:15pm
UU FOR Christmas Party Sun 12/18 at 1pm
OWL Parent Orientation Sun 12/18 at 4pm
Caring for Aging Loved Ones Sun 12/18 at 7pm
Yule/Winter Solstice Ritual Wed 12/21 at 7pm
Christmas Eve Family Candlelighting Service   
   Sat 12/24 at 5pm
Christmas Eve Community Dinner     
   Sat 12/24 at 6:30pm
Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal     
   Sat 12/24 at 8:00pm
Christmas Eve Carols and Candles Service    
   Sat 12/24 at 9pm
New Year’s Day Games and Chocolate Sun 1/1   
 at 1pm

December Ongoing Events 
Worship Service:  Sundays 10:30 am

Adult Faith Development:  Sundays 9:15 am

Children’s Faith Development:  Sundays 9:15 am 

Silent Sit: 1st & 3rd Sun at 8:15 am

Taizé at Concord UU:  Second Sun 7pm

Dances of Universal Peace:  Third Sun 7 pm

Havenwood Worship:  First Thurs 2 pm

Games & Chocolate: First Fri 6:30 pm

Family Movie Night: Third Fri 6 pm

Mindfulness Practice:  Second and fourth Mon 7pm

Meditation: Tuesdays 7 pm

Mindful Yoga: Wednesdays at 6pm

Choir Rehearsal:  Most Thursdays 7 pm

Choir Warmup:  Most Sundays 9:30 am

Noah Project:  Every Sunday 9:30 am

Senior High Youth Group:  Fridays 7 pm

Yarns & Threads:  First and third Saturdays 9:30am

Friendly Kitchen service day:  First Wed 3 pm

OutFITters service day: Second Tues 10 am

Board of Trustees:  Second Wed 6:30 pm

Visiting Voices:  Second Saturday 9 am

Non-violence Study Group:  Second Mon 7 pm

UU Book Group:  Fourth Wed 4 pm

Native American Healing Circle:  Fourth Fri 7 pm

Community Service (Plate Selection):  Last Sun 9:30 am
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For the most up-to-date and complete list of events, go to www.concorduu.org/thyme 

Follow church news on Facebook! www.facebook.com/ConcordUU/
Our Lifespan Faith Development Facebook page provides inspiration, humor, news, and up-
coming events:  www.facebook.com/concordUUlifespanfaithdevelopment/ 

http://www.concorduu.org/thyme
http://www.facebook.com/ConcordUU/
http://www.facebook.com/concordUUlifespanfaithdevelopment/ 


Learn and Grow      Learn and Grow      Learn and Grow                        
  Learn and Grown      Learn and Grow     Learn and Grow  

OWL Parent Orientation, Sunday, Dec. 18, 4-5:30 pm
Parents of 7th and 8th graders are invited to a Parent Orientation for the Our Whole Lives (OWL) human sexuality 
education program that will be offered starting January 15, 2017.  (9th graders may participate with permission.) OWL 
Facilitators Jason Mahon and Alison Stuart will provide an introduction and overview of the program, and Bob Gabri-
elli will be there to let you know about an opportunity to experience the program with him in a parallel parent track 
so that you have support in communicating with your child about what they are learning.

We strongly encourage ALL 7th and 8th graders to participate, and encourage parents to use their authority to make 
the first few classes non-negotiable. Once they’ve come to two or three classes, our experience is that they will stay 
voluntarily to get the rest. Many of our young adults say OWL made a profound difference in their lives and continues 
to inform their relationships.

To register your child if you have not already done so, please go to http://www.concorduu.org/re_reg.php and specify 
“OWL” in the comment box. We want an accurate count of how many of our own youth will be participating so we 
know how many spaces we can offer to your friends and others in the community. If you have friends who want to 
participate, they should contact Rev. Lyn Marshall, lyn@concorduu.org or 568-8084.

Adult LFD Offerings
We are pleased to offer Adult LFD courses every Sunday from 9:15-10:15am. There will be coffee on starting at 9am. 
Come for community, come for learning, come for the coffee – just come! Course offerings are below:

Spirit in Nature

Wear comfortable sneakers or hiking shoes and bundle up! This group will meet in Fellowship Hall and depart for time 
in the woods behind the church. We’re looking for folks who would like to lead the group once, twice or more. Please 
email Philip Hunt at hey2phil(at)hotmail.com if you are interested.

Meditation

The Chapel space is dedicated to meditation each Sunday. Cushions are available for use. Rotating leadership or self-
service practice depending on the week.

Beginner Ukulele

Jenn Star will be teaching beginners on ukulele basics! Open to all ages and bring your instrument! This group will 
wrap up the end of December, so get in on the action while you can!

Additional Course Offerings TBA

We’re still planning additional classes – we have space for more. Would you like to explore a spiritual practice with 
other UUs? Consider leading a class. Please email Philip Hunt at hey2phil@hotmail.com with your course idea.

Lifespan Faith Development Collections
We’re looking for a few items to help support the great work we do in our Lifespan Faith Development program. Could 
you look in your attic, closet, basement and donate any unneeded Legos or Children’s books? Thank you!

Family Movie Night – The third Friday of each month
The next one is December 16 @ 6:00pm.  We’ll have pizza ready to munch at 5:30pm and the popcorn and movie at 
6:00pm. This month’s movie is An American Tail. Bring your PJs, pillows, and blankets. Everyone welcome!
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Relational Mindfulness Practice
The Insight Dialogue (relational mindfulness) workshop 
that was held at our church on Nov. 12 was a great suc-
cess.  Workshop leaders Janet Surrey and Melissa Laver-
ack led us in practices of meditation, contemplation and 
dialogue designed to bring the benefits of our meditative 
practices into our daily relationships.

 Looking to the New Year, Melissa Laverack and John 
Warner are now inviting all those who have an interest in 
insight dialogue (as well as an existing meditation prac-
tice) to join us in an exploration of awakening together 
and practicing meditation in relationship.  Our intent is 
to form a new group that will start now to begin reading 
Gregory Kramer’s book on “Insight Dialogue” over the 
next ten weeks.  We will then plan to meet over a pe-
riod of eight Sunday evenings in February and March to 
jointly investigate the guidelines and our individual inter-
pretations of Kramer’s understanding of the Dhamma as 
it applies to dialogue in relationship. 

 If you decide to join the group we ask that you 1) send us 
an email (jwwarner@mcttelecom.com) indicating that 
you are joining in this activity, and 2) purchase your own 
copy of the book and try to read it in its entirety by Feb 
5th (note: finishing the book is not a firm requirement for 
joining the meeting!) 

Visiting Voices
Sharie Annicchiarico, Coordinator
As many of you are aware, there is a dedicated group of 
singers from our church known as Visiting Voices that 
goes to Merrimack County Nursing Home every month 
to bring the residents songs from their past. It is a small 
commitment on our part but is such a joy to them.

December 10th we will be presenting holiday songs 
and carols. IF you have ever thought about joining us 
or would just like to help us bring a vocals gift to our 
friends, please contact me at barico@comcast.net or call 
me at 491-5285 for the details.  It doesn’t cost a thing but 
is such a treasure !

Staff
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, Minister 
on sabbatical until March 2017

Rev. Lyn Marshall, Sabbatical Minister and    
Minister of Lifespan Faith Development
224-0291 x3  
568-8084 (cell), lyn@concorduu.org 

Rev. Bevan C. Tulk, Community Minister 
227-1335
btulk@hhhinfo.org                                                                                                             

Calvin Herst, Accompanist                                                                                                                                      
calvin@concorduu.org

Linda Mai, Choir Director
linda@concorduu.org

Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator 
224-0291 x4  
lea@concorduu.org

Kathie Martin, Facility Manager 
717-5268 (emergency only)    

Officers
Anne Zinkin, Moderator
Sara McNeil, Clerk
John Warner, Treasurer
Jack Wakelin, Custodian of Trust Funds
Beth Corcoran, Fran Philippe and Karen Mayo, Assistant  
                Treasurers

Board of Trustees                                             
CJ Landsman, Chair
Lisa Eberhart, Vice-Chair
Suzanne Rude
Linda Rogers
Nancy Normand
Gary Schroeder

Sabbatical Leadership Team                                           
Ruth Axelrod  John Warner
Jack Wakelin  Lorraine Ellis
Linda Williams  Carin Plante
Wendy Olson  Lea Smith
Andy Duncan  Rev. Lyn Marshall



              

8

Board of Trustees Notes
Gary Schroeder, Recording Secretary     
The Board of Trustees met on Nov. 9th to review the status of our solar panel project and revisit John Warner’s fi-
nancial analysis to assure timely payment of all obligations coming our way. Additional engineering and legal costs 
have added approximately $13,000 to the expenses so far.  We will also be required to provide as much as $25,000 
for a bond to complete landscaping required to reduce visibility of the panels from Pleasant Street. These additional 
expenses will be paid for from the PUC rebate as well as from energy savings over the life of the panels, but may re-
quire a short-term loan from our endowment fund. This funding is to be approved by a Warrant Article at an additional 
Congregational meeting assuming these expenses are not covered by increased contributions.

Next phase for approval of our solar array is through the City Planning Board, scheduled for December.

Sale of our 1.3 acres of property to Concord Orthopaedics is scheduled to be completed in December; these funds will 
be placed in our endowment fund when received.

In review of our financial report it is likely we will have a shortfall in on our income for this year due to reduced pledges, 
loss of anticipated revenue from expansion of our parking lot spaces to Concord Orthopaedics, and lower than bud-
geted revenue from our service auction. We also anticipate unbudgeted expenses to remove more trees in our back 
property, currently estimated to be $17,000 - $23,000 to complete. It was proposed to fund up to $10,000 for tree re-
moval this year, with additional funds to be authorized next year as needed. The funds for this year would be provided 
from our endowment through a Warrant Article in this same Congregational meeting.  

Sabbatical Leadership Team Report
Jack Wakelin, SLT Member
Recently, the Sabbatical Leadership Team has been concentrating on the completion of existing projects as well as 
addressing financial concerns for the remainder of this church year and beyond:

• The long anticipated first phase of the “Keyless Entry” project is now complete and brings an added degree of 
physical security to our building.

• A simplified repair to our electrical supply is planned for early December which will maintain our current 400 amp 
service (allowing for future air conditioning anticipated in our heating upgrade in 2012).

• Continued coordination with the Solar Panel Committee as they negotiate the complex process of gaining the 
necessary city and state approvals to complete the project as well as fund expenses identified in this process.

• Continue to plan for the removal of dead and dying trees.

• Fine tune the reliability of our “state of the art” boiler system so that it can be more easily monitored by our staff 
and efficiently repaired when needed.

• The shift in the Lifespan Faith Development Sunday morning activities, now prior to the Sunday church service, 
has been well received and the Adult Lifespan program is expanding.

• Monitor and create a contingency plan for the existing budget shortfall this year.  This shortfall developed when, 
in September, COPA decided not to expand their parking lease to 40 spaces and pledge income began showing a 
decrease.  These developments also impact the operating budget for next church year (August 2017 through July 
2018).  A draft budget for Church Year 17-18 has been created to begin to address the issue with the formal budget 
process to begin in January, 2017.

• Pledge income represents over 50% of the financial support for our church programs.  Planning is underway to 
raise awareness of the resources required for these programs and the opportunities for members of our spiritual 
community to support the programs through their “Time, Talent and Treasure”.   



              
WARRANT

Special Meeting – Sunday, January 8, 2017

To all members of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord:
You are hereby notified that a Special Meeting of the Church will be held in Fellowship Hall im-
mediately following the regular church service on Sunday, January 8, 2017, to consider and act 
upon the following articles.
Article 1:  To authorize a loan of up to $30,000 from the endowment, to cover a potential short-
fall between donations received for the solar array project and the expenses of the project.
If authorized, the loan would be repaid out of electricity savings over a period estimated to be 
six years.
Upon approval of this article, the Board of Trustees will have the authority to decide when and 
how much of the $30,000 will be taken as a loan.
(There will be no vote on Article 1 if, before the date of the special meeting, the Concord Plan-
ning Board denies approval of the site plan for the solar panel array. A 2/3 majority vote of 
approval by the members of the church present and voting will be necessary to pass Article 1.)
Article 2:  To authorize the withdrawal of up to $10,000 from the endowment to pay for re-
moval of dead and dying trees on church land.
(A 2/3 majority vote of approval by the members of the Church present and voting would be 
necessary to pass Article 2.)
Interested people are welcome to come to the meeting and may speak when properly recognized by the moderator, 
but may not vote unless their names is included on the list of members posted in the church 15 days in advance of the 
meeting, pursuant to Article IV Section 4 of the Church Bylaws.   

Have You Considered Our Church in Your Estate Plan?
The church that we share today, and that we envision for tomorrow, is and will be fiscally possible through the income 
generated by our endowment.  For this reason, unless otherwise directed by the donor, it is the Church’s policy to invest 
any bequest or other legacy gift in the endowment, where it will generate assured income, year-in and year-out, for the 
Church’s ongoing ministries or unforeseen needs. 

In recent months, the endowment has been enhanced by generous bequests from the estates of three devoted mem-
bers.  Have you considered following their example?  By making your Church a beneficiary of your estate plan, retire-
ment plan, or life insurance policy, you would perpetuate the living out of your values through its future work.  If you 
would like information on how to arrange a legacy donation for the Church, our Legacy Committee would be happy to 
talk with you.  The committee members are David Canfield, David Feltus, Linda Rogers, and Jack Wakelin. 
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Yet Another Wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner!  
Marianne Fleischman & Anne Zinkin, Dinner Coordinators
Thanksgiving Dinner at the church this year was so lovely.  Over 120 adults and children came together to share an 
amazing meal!  We were everywhere – in Fellowship Hall, the Parlor, the Office, the Library, and several classrooms.  
The best part of the evening was the chance to connect with one another.  We thank all of you who helped put to-
gether this fantastic event.  Thank you, in particular, to those who came early to set up or who stayed late to clean up 
and, especially, to the teens and preteens who did all of the dishes in record time!  Once again, hats off to Bob Gabrielli, 
for heading up the fabulous kitchen crew! And, of course, thanks to all who brought a delicious dish to share! 

Do You enjoy Our UU Social Hours after Church? 
Producing “coffee hour” each Sunday requires 5 people.  We need about 8 more people to join our “Hospitality Team” 
so that no one is called on more than once every two months.  If you enjoy coffee hour and aren’t on the team, please 
join us if you can.  Contact David Canfield at dwcanfield1@gmail.com

Autumn Auction Wrap-Up
Ruth Axelrod, Auction Chair

Attendees at the auction on October 22 were treated to music by Feisty Pants (Rachel and John Burlock) and Jen 
Starr’s Ukulele Combo throughout the event.  The silent auction was accompanied by appetizers and drinks, with a 
break for conversation and fellowship over homemade soups and artisan breads, and then the live auction with sump-
tuous desserts. 

This auction followed closely on the auction for fiscal year 2015-16, which had been delayed until March 2016, so the 
number of donations and the turn-out were roughly half of what they had been in prior years.  The revenues totaled 
just over $5,550.

Many thanks to those who made it happen, from soliciting donations to cleaning up after the event: Anne & Ward 
Stoops, Barbara Keshen, C.J. Landsman, Charles Hillen, Christy Bartlett, David Canfield, Fran Philippe, Tom Freden-
burg, Lorraine Ellis, Nancy Wood, Phill Hunt, Sara McNeil, Shelley Moffatt, Suzanne Rude, Tom Fredenburg, Vic Wright 
and Whitney Howarth.  Thanks, also, to our chefs: Anne Stoops, Bob Gabrielli, Charles Hillen, David Canfield, Jack 
Wakelin, Janet Kibbee, Joyce Bennett, Judi Abbe, Kitty Hok, Peter Bartlett and Wendy Olson. And a special thanks to 
Carin Plante and Mary Sheys, who made the evening family-friendly by providing childcare.  Last but not least, thanks 
to the businesses that donated gift cards and certificates to help offset our social justice outreach expenses: Capital 
Center for the Arts, Comfort Inn, Concord Food Co-op, El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant, Gibson’s Bookstore, Panera 
Bread, Red River Theatres and Windmill Family Restaurant.

UU Friends of Refugees (UUFOR) Gearing Up
Thirteen UU members and friends have signed up with Ascentria Care Alliance to begin or continue helping refugee 
families settle and feel welcome in Concord.  If you would like to join this rewarding ministry for a couple of hours a 
week or more, contact David Canfield, dwcanfield1@gmail.com, or Whitney Howarth, wbhowarth@plymouth.edu.

Thank you to those of you who have been adding to your shopping carts for our New American neighbors!  These fami-
lies are always in need of toiletries, cleaners, paper and plastic goods (including purple Concord bags), diapers, and 
anything that’s non-edible and can’t be purchased with food stamps.  Also, towels, linens, bedding, and warm things 
for winter.  There’s a refugee collection box in the hall under the coat rack. 
10
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Upcoming Family Promise Week
Our church will be hosting Family Promise families from the evening of Sunday, December 11th through breakfast of 
Sunday, December 18th.  The families spend their evenings and overnights with us.  We need volunteers to prepare 
meals, be evening hosts and to stay overnight.  Also we need some staples such as snacks, coffee, milk and cereal.  If 
you are able to volunteer in any way please sign up on the Family Promise Board in the Parlor.  Contact Wendy Olson 
(wmo0808@comcast.net or 603-724-7104) if you have any questions.

Social Justice Outreach Program Inspires Service
David Canfield, who joined the Church in 2014, was motivated by our UUCC Social Justice outreach program to volun-
teer at Concord’s Homeless Resource Center.  Seeing the painful need for services to that population, he was inspired 
to become even more involved.  After attending SoupFest, its principal public fundraising event, he informed  Ellen 
Fries, Board Chair of the Concord Coalition to End Homelessness, that he was a retired charitable fundraiser and asked 
if he could “take the event to the next level.”  She enthusiastically agreed and so SoupFest, earning $3,500 a year, 
became SouperFest, earning $35,000 in Spring 2015 and even more in 2016.  Not only did David make it happen for two 
years by enlarging the event and adding corporate sponsorships, but he taught the CCEH staff how to carry on in the 
future.  He currently coordinates our UU Friends of Refugees program and serves the Church in other ways.  

On November 1st, David was honored with the Spirit of New Hampshire Outstanding Service Award for 2016, which is 
the top award in the state for an individual senior citizen volunteer, with a plaque signed by the governor.  

We congratulate David and are proud that he represents us.  We hope that his example will help inspire all of our 
Church members to reach out with whatever the time, talents and skills they have to serve our Greater Concord com-
munity in the spirit of our church mission.    

Friendly Kitchen Cooks
Fran Philippe, Coordinator

For many years, we have been providing the dinner meal at the Friendly Kitchen on the first Wednesday of the month, 
from 3:00 - 6:30pm.  There are a number of regulars that will continue in their slots for 2017, but there are still openings 
for other cooks to join us.  Look for the sign-up sheet in the hallway.

Concord Coalition to End Homelessness Seeks Housing Partners
The Concord Coalition to End Homelessness is seeking community partners who own affordable rental housing to 
collaborate with its newest program, Housing First Concord. The mission is to provide affordable housing and com-
prehensive social services to chronically homeless individuals.  Potential landlords should contact Cyndi McGahan at 
603-290-3375. 
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Dec. 1 at 2:00 pm                                                                        
Worship at Havenwood                                                     

Dec. 4 at 10:30 am                                        
Balance: Cultivating a Wise Heart                                                          
Suzanne Rude

Dec. 11 at 10:30 am                                                                                   
Trans People and the Cornerstones 
of Unitarian Universalism                                                     
Grace Alden

Dec. 11 at 7:00 pm                                                                          
Taizé @ Concord UU                                                                              

Dec. 18 at 10:30 am                                                                            
Curating Intimacy:     
Intentional Connection in a Digital Age                                                                  
Rachel Burlock

Dec. 18 at 7:00 pm                                                                             
Dances of Universal Peace                        
Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson

Dec. 21 at 7:00 pm                                                                            
Yule/Winter Solstice Ritual                                                                    
Earth Centered Spirituality Group 

Dec. 24 at 5:00 pm                                                                                        
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service                                                     
Rev. Lyn Marshall

Dec. 24 at 9:00 pm                                                    
Christmas Eve Candles and Carols                                                              
Rev. Lyn Marshall

Dec. 25 at 10:30 am                                                                            
Christmas Morning Worship                                                                                      

Join Us for Worship
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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