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I am so proud of our congregation as we reach the end of Michael’s six-
month sabbatical! We have experienced consistently excellent, soul-stir-

ring, thought-provoking worship planned by the Sabbatical Worship Team. 
We have begun a new way of doing religious education that provides oppor-

tunities for people of all ages to use the hour before worship on Sunday morn-
ings to learn and grow together. Lay leaders have addressed electrical issues in 

our basement and shepherded our Solar Project through the uncharted path of 
gaining permission from the city to proceed (as well as raising the $125,000 needed 

to construct the array.) We created and funded a plan to address trees that need to 
come down to protect our building and outdoor gathering spaces. Many of you have ex-
perienced the power of being leaders in various aspects of congregational life, and have 
a deeper appreciation of what it takes to keep our community running well.

I am also grateful to the team that is organizing our pledge campaign this year. They are 
making a bold, courageous ask for $300,000 in pledges to meet our budget goal. Here’s 
what I know: many of you have deepened your commitment to our congregation and 
its service. You already know the joy that comes from belonging, in a deeply committed 
way, to this covenanted community where we pledge to dwell together in peace, seek 
the truth in love, and help one another.

Here is a nudge for some of you. If you can give more than you do, now is the time to step 
up and feel the joy of giving to support our congregation. We are here today because of 
the generosity of the generations that supported the church before we came. Our job 
now is to take good care of this church to the very best of our ability for generations yet 
to come. We have seen a significant increase in newcomers over the past few months, 
including several delightful families, looking for a spiritual base camp and loving commu-
nity to support them in these turbulent times. Those who have been here for years are 
feeling new urgency to get involved in social justice. Our voice of support for refugees & 
immigrants, for LGBTQ folks, for sustainable energy policies, and more, matters. 

Our care for one another in times of personal upheaval, illness, and grief still matters. One 
of my favorite readings is #468 in the gray hymnal:

 

I tithe as a spiritual practice, because we need a place to be together. I cannot imagine 
anything more important that taking good care of my spiritual home - for myself, for you 
who are part of this community now, and for the people who are about to find us and 
help carry us into the future. It lights a fire in me to be here with all of you. I love you more 
than I can express, and I am deeply grateful for the gifts each of you bring to make us who 
we are. And If you are one of the folks who can go bigger with your pledge? Let’s DO THIS 
THING! May we Kindle the Flame for our future! 

“We need one another when we are in trouble and afraid… We need one another 
when we would accomplish some great purpose and cannot do it alone… We 
need one another in the hour of defeat, when with encouragement we might en-
dure, and stand again… All our lives we are in need, and others are in need of us.”
     -- George Odell 
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March Worship Services
We joyfully welcome Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger back from his sabbatical this month! 
Our worship theme for March is Practice.

March 2, 2017 — 2 pm:  “UU Worship Service at Havenwood-Heritage Heights,” at HHH Retirement Com-
munity, 33 Christian Ave, Concord. 

March 5, 2017:  UU Convictions Take Practice

If you were accused of being a Unitarian Universalist, would you be convicted?  Let’s hope so.  Let’s hope 
that being a UU has had a clear impact on your life, an impact that you can feel within, and an impact that 
those around you have noticed.  After all, that’s the point of being a part of a religious community.  Yet what 
else in your life could use practice so that you would be convicted even more often and more easily?  Yes, UU 
convictions take practice, regular practice.

March 12, 2017:  Transformed by My Practice

Many of us have been involved in regular (spiritual) practices that have transformed who we are, how we 
relate to those around us, and how we are able to contribute to the world.  Come hear stories of how prac-
tices have shaped the lives of people in our faith community.  If you have a story to share, please let Michael 
know.

March 12, 2017  — 7 pm:  “Taize @ Concord UU”

A time for meditation, reflection, and renewal through music, brief words, and silence. Come sing, light a 
candle, and nurture your spirit during this non-traditional worship experience.

March 19, 2017: Aspirations of Our Practices

What ought to inspire us to be involved in a regular practice?  We are not a soccer team or a community 
choir.  We long to create a world of peace and love, of kindness and balance, of justice and compassion.  
Aspirations that require more than talk.  Aspirations that depend on our willingness to hone our skills again 
and again.  Aspirations that depend on a clear vision of what it is that our practices hope to accomplish.  A 
process, of course, not unlike that required of a soccer player or a singer or anyone else hoping to learn what 
it takes to succeed.

March 19, 2017  — 7 pm:  “Dances of Universal Peace,” Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson                                                                                      

The Dances of Universal Peace are an embodied practice based in mantras from many world religions. Walk-
ing practice, prayer, sound current vibration, and gentle full body movement create an atmosphere of heart 
centered peace. 

March 26, 2017:  Sustaining the Practice

Starting a practice is great, but sustaining the practice is what really matters.  Sustaining the practice is one 
reason why we practice in community, a community that can hold us accountable, a community that can 
inspire us to go deeper and reach further.  We will - and should - only practice if we notice an impact yet it 
can take time for the results to show.  How do we know when to trust the process?  How do we know when 
to commit for the long haul?
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Kindle the Flame:  Stewardship 2017 Campaign
Why are you a member or friend of the UU Church of Concord, NH?  Did you find a home here 
amongst like-minded people?  Have you connected in a covenant group?  Are you part of a medita-
tion group, taking a class, or joining with other members to live out your values in the wider commu-
nity?  Are you bringing your children to raise them in the liberal Unitarian Universalist faith?  Do you 
appreciate our worship services, or the opportunity to sing in the choir and listen to the beautiful 
music each Sunday?  Have you made connections here that fill your life with joy? What is this com-
munity worth to you and your family? 

Our UU Church leadership has a visionary budget for next year, which calls for a substantial increase 
in financial resources.  There are urgent staffing needs in the front office, and a plan to grow the 
Lifespan Faith Development Ministry.  For too many years, we have not pledged our financial sup-
port to fully fund the Church’s annual budget for its many ministries and programs that nourish us.  
The result: annual budget deficits, cuts for the staff to the bare bone, and repeated decisions to dig 
into the endowment to cover annual expenses.  Without a change in the status quo, the doors of 
our beloved community may begin to swing shut. We have the power to change this outcome! 

Stewardship is the Job of Protecting and Being Responsible for Something
Our Goal:  $300,000 in Pledges for 2017-2018 - a $60,000 increase

It is our collective responsibility as members of the UU Church of Concord to pledge each year to 
sustain the programs, physical plant and staff needed for our community to thrive.  This year, we 
have set the goal of raising $300,000 in pledges in order to fulfill our 2017 - 2018 budget obligations 
and “Kindle the Flame” of our community.  This is a $60,000 increase.

March 5th is the kickoff date for the “Kindle the Flame” Stewardship Campaign.  Please look in 
your mail box following this date for materials describing the Church’s vision and goals for 2017-18, 
and guidelines for considering how much to pledge to our campaign.  We have a team of “Visiting 
Stewards” who will meet with many of our members to discuss these materials.  (We wish we could 
meet with everyone.  If you would like to talk with someone, please email me at sarah_elizabeth@
me.com and we will work out a time.)

Please give your deepest thought to the information you receive.  Together we can meet our goal 
to “Kindle the Flame” when each of us pledges to the fullest of our potential to sustain the Church 
we love.

       In Gratitude and Peace, 
       Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson
       Chair of “Kindle the Flame” 
       UU Concord Stewardship for 2017
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Join in a celebration of African and World dance on March 24th
On March 24, from 6 – 8 pm, our church will host a Friday Family Fun 
Night.  This fundraising event supports the work of New American 
Africans.  Come to hear excellent African drumming, eat ice cream 
and meat pies, watch NAA’s youth dance troupe, and get up and 
join the dancing.  The suggested donation is $10 perperson or $20 
per family.  These events are the most fun when there are lots of 
people in the audience.  Our church is widely regarded as the best 
spot for an African dance party, both because so many UUs come 
out to the event, and so many are willing to get up and dance.  
Please bring your family and friends.

After 8 pm, NAA is trying something new.  Ayi is the  youth coordina-
tor; he regularly holds discussions between the African young adults and other young adults from both the 
Nepali and the host communities.  They have decided that if their communities are ever going to work ef-
fectively together, they need to have common experiences of fun.  One of the young people in our church, 
Basanta, suggested an all-out dance party.  Perhaps the NAA dance troupe will perform; maybe you remem-
ber how beautifully Basanta dances, so she might perform with some Nepali friends.  Any UU youth (or their 
friends) who want to perform are welcome to.  After that, the music will be eclectic, and the dancing will 
be open to all.  Ayi and Basanta hope that more than youth and young adults will want to stay to dance, or 
at least watch young people dance.  The dance party will go from 8 – 10 pm.  Basanta is especially excited 
to have this party scheduled after the Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger comes home since she thinks he is the 
best adult dancer in Concord!

This event is co-sponsored by UUFOR and the UU Youth Group.  If you are interested in helping out, please 
contact Cheryl Bourassa at cheryl@newamericanafricans.org.

 Greater Concord Interfaith Council To Hold Lenten Luncheons
You are invited to attend the 2017 Lenten Luncheon series sponsored by the Greater Concord Interfaith 
Council, with a different speaker featured each week.

Luncheons are offered on Thursdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6, 12:00-1:00pm, at the Bow Mills United 
Methodist Church, 505 South St. in Bow.  Ticket are available at the door for $7 per luncheon, to benefit 
Friends of Forgotten Children.

• March 9, Peter Evers, CEO of Riverbend Community Mental Health Center and Co-Chair of Change Direc-
tion NH

• March 16, Cashmir Cranson, Director of Family Promise of Greater Concord

• March 23, Rev. Carlos Jauhola-Straight, Minister of Spiritual Growth at South Congregational Church, 
UCC, Concord NH

• March 30, Jazz Sanctuary, a ministry of First Congregational Church, Concord NH

• April 6, Rev. Clement Kigugu, Pastor of Overcomers Church, Concord

If you have questions, contact our Interfaith Council rep, Suzanne Rude, at realvermonter@comcast.net.
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Family Promise Thank You and March Hosting
We just completed our second of four weeks of hosting Family Promise during this church year. Many thanks 
to all of you who were able to provide food, volunteer to be an evening or overnight host, do set up, take 
down and do the laundry.  It takes many hands to make it work smoothly.  Every little bit that volunteers can 
do truly helps.

We will be hosting our third week beginning on March 26 and ending on April 2nd.  Sign ups will begin on 
Sunday, March 5th, in the parlor, so bring your calendars to choose your date to help.  You could make a 
complete meal or make a salad and dessert. If cooking doesn’t interest you, maybe you could spend an 
evening hosting or sleep at the church overnight.  To give you an idea of how many volunteers it takes, we 
need fourteen evening hosts and fourteen overnight hosts, plus another six to set up, take down, and do 
laundry. New volunteers are always welcomed.  If you have any questions, please contact Wendy Olson 
(wmo0808@comcast.net.)

Want to help a person stay housed?
The Concord Coalition to End Homelessness believes every person has value, and everyone deserves a home.  
The Housing First program works with those in our community who have been homeless the longest. The 
program assists them in getting into housing and helps them stay housed. This requires lots of support and 
encouragement. The program has a full-time caseworker, but she could use help with driving clients to go 
grocery shopping, to go to other appointments, or to do errands.Volunteers will be paired up with a Hous-
ing First client, be a friendly companion, and drive them to appointments and errands. For more information 
about the clients and program, contact Angela Spinney at (603) 290-3375.

Refugee Family Needs Non-Food Donations
The chief bread-winner of one of our UU Friends of Refugees circle families has been laid off due to injury.  
Without adequate income, they are in critical need of non-food everyday items they can’t buy with Food 
Stamps such as toilet paper, paper towels, tissues, purple Concord bags, soaps, cleaners and toiletries of 
all kinds.  There is a donation box under the coat rack in the hall.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness and 
generosity!
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March Special Events 
Sat, March 11:  Contra Dance

Sun, March 12:  Mystery Match Meetup, Cake & Games

Mon, March 20, 7pm:  Ostara/Spring Equinox Ritual

Fri, March 24, 6-10pm:  NAA Family Fun Night & World      
Dance Party 

March Ongoing Events 
Worship Service:  Sundays 10:30 am

Adult Faith Development:  Sundays 9:30 am

Children’s Faith Development:  Sundays 9:30 am 

Silent Sit: 1st & 3rd Sun at 8:30 am

Taizé at Concord UU:  Second Sun 7pm

Dances of Universal Peace:  Third Sun 7 pm

Havenwood Worship:  First Thurs 2 pm

Games & Chocolate: First Fri 6:30 pm

Family Movie Night: Third Fri 5:30 pm

Mindfulness Practice:  Second and fourth Mon 7pm

Meditation: Tuesdays 7 pm

Mindful Yoga: Wednesdays at 6pm

Choir Rehearsal:  Most Thursdays 7 pm

Choir Warmup:  Most Sundays 9:30 am

Noah Project:  Sundays 9:30 am

Senior High Youth Group:  Fridays 7 pm

Yarns & Threads:  First and third Saturdays 9:30am

Friendly Kitchen service day:  First Wed 3 pm

OutFITters service day: Second Mon 10 am

Board of Trustees:  Second Wed 6:30 pm

Visiting Voices:  Second Saturday 9 am

UU Book Group:  Fourth Wed 4 pm

Native American Healing Circle:  Fourth Fri 7 pm

Caring for Aging Loved Ones Support Group:  Fourth 
Sun at 7pm

Community Service (Plate Selection):  Last Sun 9:30 am

See our calendar online for the most 
complete and up-to-date list of events:  

www.concorduu.org/thyme

Board of Trustees Meeting, February 8
Gary Schroeder, Recording Secretary

Stewardship: The Board heard a proposed initiative 
presented by David Canfield to balance our budget 
long term, centered around better communication 
with our membership and reduction of our depen-
dence on our Endowment Funds to cover operating 
expenses beyond our normal withdrawal of 4% an-
nually. Upon comparing our pledge statistics with 
an “ideal” balance as envisioned by the UUA, we 
found that we are significantly behind in pledges fit-
ting in the top three quartiles. Our goal is to move 
each quartile up to near the ideal as a way of achiev-
ing financial stability and long term growth.

Nominating Update: Craig Whitson presented an 
update report from our Nominating Committee that 
involves cultivation of our skills in governance lead-
ership by holding a training session in Policy Based 
Governance next fall. A New Board member train-
ing is also being planned for mid-summer for newly 
elected members to fill two 3-year Board positions, 
a 1-year Treasurer position, and up to two positions 
as Assistant Treasurer. Candidates for these open-
ings are being contacted, and anyone interested 
should get in touch with Craig.

Bylaws Revisions: John Tobin has volunteered to 
review our present bylaws to determine where 
changes may be needed before the annual meeting.  
These will be reviewed at future BOT meetings.

Financial Report: Our expenses for the year are 
slightly below budget, but we still expect a signifi-
cant shortfall as the year’s expenses are realized. A 
review of a proposed fundraiser, a “50/50 raffle”, 
was discussed, especially regarding Board members 
feelings about the issue of gambling. We decided 
to wait on approval until Michael returns, as we see 
this as an administrative decision rather than a firm 
Board policy. 
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My Answer is “Yes”
Dorean Kimball, Church Member

In last month’s Parish Notes, the question was 
asked: “Have you remembered your church in your 
will or estate plan?”  My answer is “Yes, I have.” Do 
I come to church every Sunday?  No.  But do I want 
this church to be here tomorrow and many future 
tomorrows?  Yes.

Only once - so far - have I personally needed a min-
ister.  That was many years ago when Joan Kahn-
Schneider was our interim minister.  I called her at 
7 a.m. one weekday.  She said, “Can you meet me 
at church in 10 minutes?” It was very helpful, and it 
was at that brief meeting I learned that a problem 
shared is a problem halved.

So I have named the UU Church of Concord as one 
of my beneficiaries in my IRA.  Upon my death those 
dollars will go tax free directly to the church.  Mind 
you, I’m not in a rush, but I like knowing that it will 
happen eventually. By the way, I also make my an-
nual pledge contribution directly from my IRA. It 
counts toward my Required Minimum Distribution 
with no taxes having to be paid.

Upcoming Parish Notes Deadline
April 2017 issue:  Sunday, March 19 at noon

Email submissions in the body of an email (not as an 
attachment) to parishnotes@concorduu.org

Submissions are accepted for church-related items 
that have been approved by a committee, church-
affiliated group or staff person.  The editor may edit 
for clarity or to fit available space.  High resolution, 
high contrast photos in .jpg format are welcome, 
and will be included if they reproduce well and if 
space permits.  If you don’t have email access, call 
Lea at 224-0291 for an alternative way to submit 
your piece. Parish Notes deadlines are firm. 

Staff
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, Senior Minister 
224-0291 x1  
715-7557 (cell), michael@concorduu.org 

Rev. Lyn Marshall,    
Minister of Lifespan Faith Development
224-0291 x3  
568-8084 (cell), lyn@concorduu.org 

Rev. Bevan C. Tulk, Community Minister 
227-1335
btulk@hhhinfo.org                                                                                                             

Calvin Herst, Accompanist                                                                                                                                      
calvin@concorduu.org

Linda Mai, Choir Director
linda@concorduu.org

Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator 
224-0291 x4  
lea@concorduu.org

Kathie Martin, Facility Manager 
717-5268 (emergency only)    

Officers
Anne Zinkin, Moderator
Sara McNeil, Clerk
John Warner, Treasurer
Jack Wakelin, Custodian of Trust Funds
Beth Corcoran, Fran Philippe and Karen Mayo, Assistant  
                Treasurers

Board of Trustees                                             
CJ Landsman, Chair
Lisa Eberhart, Vice-Chair
Suzanne Rude
Linda Rogers
Nancy Normand
Gary Schroeder

Sabbatical Leadership Team                                           
Ruth Axelrod  John Warner
Jack Wakelin  Lorraine Ellis
Linda Williams  Carin Plante
Wendy Olson  Lea Smith
Andy Duncan  Rev. Lyn Marshall
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord
274 Pleasant Street
Concord, NH 03301-2551
603-224-0291
office@concorduu.org
www.concorduu.org

Join Us for Worship and Faith Development    
on Sundays 

9:30 am  Faith Development for Children and Adults
10:30 am Worship Service

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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