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Last March, we circulated our first annual 
Ends Survey.  Ends are statements that talk 

about the impact we want to see as a result of 
our ministry together.  These ends were adopted 

by the Board of Trustees with broad-based input from 
the congregation a number of years ago.  For the past few 

months, the board and I have been reviewing the results of the survey.  Starting 
this month, we will be presenting highlights of our learnings from the survey in Par-

ish Notes.  Please read on for the first installment.
Demographics

A remarkable total of 181 people participated in the survey.  Thank you!  About 86 percent of the respondents 
identified as members, 8% as friends, and 5% as visitors.  43 percent were over 65 years of age, 45 percent 
were 45-65 years old, and 11 percent were younger than 45 years.  About half the responses were from people 
with ten years or less of church affiliation or membership, while a quarter each had affiliation of 11 to 25 years 
and over 25 years respectively.  Sixty percent identified as female and 40% as male.  The way we asked for fam-
ily status turned out to be unclear for some, but here are the results:  Single (20%), Married/Partnered – No 
Children Participating at Church (51%), Family with Children Participating at Church (19%), Other (10%).
End #1 Results

Our first set of questions was focused on understanding how well we are doing with the ‘end’ that states:  
“Our congregants create and experience authentic connection.”  The graph below shows the results to the 
question:  On a scale of 1 (low) through 10 (high), how authentic would you rate the connections you have 
made at church relative to other connections elsewhere in your life?

Please go to page 15 to read a summary and interpretation of the results of this survey question.
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Worship in October
Sunday Services begin at 10:30 am

10/1/2017:  “Preparing for Healing”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

Our theme this month is healing - as individuals, as a community, and as a nation/world.  We all experience 
hurt and suffering throughout our lives yet asking for help can be difficult.  The church is here to support the 
healing we long for and deserve.  So, how do we actually care for one another?  What does the church have 
to offer?  How can we all participate in being a healing presence for each other?  We will also be inspired by 
dancers from Nicaragua and the choir’s rendition of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah.

10/5/2017 – 2 pm:  “Finding Healing Beyond a Cure - UU Worship Service at Havenwood-Heritage Heights,” 
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, 33 Christian Ave, Concord

10/8/2017:  “Living with Dementia,”  Rev. Jane Dwinell & Sky Yardley

The Rev. Jane Dwinell and her husband, Sky Yardley, have been living with dementia since Sky’s diagnosis 
of probable early stage Alzheimer’s in August 2016. In their quest to deal with this diagnosis in a positive 
manner, they started a blog, alzheimerscanyon.blogspot.com, and are taking their message to UU congre-
gations around New England and the East Coast. They live in Burlington, VT.

Our first Sunday drop-in covenant group (moved to the second Sunday this month) will focus on today’s 
worship theme.  All are invited to participate.  Rev. Lyn Marshall will facilitate.

10/15/2017:  “The Healing Power of Music,” Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger

Music has a remarkable power to acknowledge our deepest agonies, to carry us through our grief, and to 
connect us viscerally to the hope we need to carry on.  Come be surrounded and filled by music intended to 
heal your soul and expand your heart as we collectively witness to the sorrows of this world.  There will be 
the chance to take a “Song Bath” after the service.  Curious?  Be there for social hour.

10/22/2017:  “UU White Supremacy Teach-In 2,”  Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger
Since our first White Supremacy Teach-In in May, the importance of talking about race and making visible 
the impacts of white supremacy culture on People of Color has remained as urgent as ever.  As in May, we 
will join a large number of UU congregations as we create space for White people to face and learn about a 
reality that People of Color encounter every day of their lives. As the organizers of the teach-in remind us:  
“Everyone has to start somewhere and it takes a commitment to disrupt business as usual.”

10/29/2017:  “Healing Journeys,”  Jeff Fetter & Linda Williams
Let our shared stories be a source of strength.  We will explore journeys of spiritual and physical healing.
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Dances of Universal Peace @ Concord UU
7 - 8:30 pm on October 15th
Come, come whoever you are! On October 15th we are stepping into our seventh year hosting the Dances of 
Universal Peace @ Concord UU. The dances are a transformative meditation practice based on mantra and 
movement. Our gatherings are open to all seekers of peace. We gather in the Chapel.  Beginners are most 
welcome.

The Dances of Universal Peace cultivate harmony in body, mind and spirit in the community. This practice 
invites us to listen, breath, feel, and be present.  An atmosphere of heart-centered peace and harmony is 
co-created. The Dances of Universal Peace are lead by Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson and friends with musical 
support of guitar, drum and occasionally ukulele.  

For more information, contact Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson at sarah_elizabeth@me.com or cell 603 365-0852.

Taizé Service Returns on Oct. 7th at 7pm
Rev. Lyn Marshall

When you walk into the church for a Taizé service, peaceful instrumental music is playing. The sanctuary is 
dark and hushed, the light coming mostly from candles, grouped on the chancel table and twinkling in the 
windows. Greetings automatically come out whispered, and a mood of quiet contemplation prevails. For 
me, the darkness, candlelight, and quiet invoke a feeling of sacred space that is almost other-worldly, the 
way I feel at a Christmas Eve service, or when I enter a huge cathedral. Although I was in the same physical 
room a few hours earlier, the atmosphere is entirely different from the sunlit energy of a Sunday morning 
service.

The service consists primarily of short, simple songs sung as repeated meditations, and silence. Once the 
chalice is lit at the beginning of the service, the leader takes a seat in the pews and the rest of the service is 
guided by projected lyrics and images. Spoken words are kept to a minimum – the leader reads a few short 
selections focused on peace, love, and compassion. Worshippers have an opportunity to speak a name or a 
couple of words into the silence. For me, a notably word-oriented person, this has the effect of helping me 
better hear my heart over the constant chatter from my head. I come out feeling better balanced.

Although the Taizé community where this service 
style originated is Christian, Michael has created a 
Unitarian Universalist liturgy that would, I believe, 
feel equally welcoming to all whose beliefs include 
faith in the healing and transforming power of love. 
I hope these services will attract people from oth-
er faith communities in our area in the months to 
come, and I certainly urge all of you who haven’t 
experienced a Taizé service yet to give it a try.
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Lifespan Faith Development News
The church school year is under way, in our second year of re-imagined faith development. 
Sunday School in the hour before church is becoming the new “normal” for us, and it is a 
delight to see families arriving – some children bouncing down the hall greeting everyone 
they meet with big smiles and fresh energy, and some (our brave teens, mostly) still looking 
a bit sleepy. Teachers arrive, carrying travel mugs and lesson plans, and sometimes a toddler 
they’ll be dropping off in the nursery with Christina Oliva, our fabulous new nursery care 
provider. Other folks are toting ukuleles or choir folders. Some are checking the whiteboard 
schedule to see where they go for an adult program. 
Sunday school programs depend on the volunteers who run them. In a process of discern-
ment that led to our five-year plan to strengthen our faith development programs for peo-
ple of all ages, the congregation expressed a hunger for adult classes grounded in Unitarian 
Universalism – history, theology, spiritual practices. We began this year with a session on our 
own church history offered by Loren Hill, and don’t tell him just yet, but I’m hoping there will 
be additional opportunities for us all to learn from him. 
For classes like this to happen, they need leadership. Loren said yes… and we are looking for 
others to follow his example. You don’t need to be an expert in anything; there are curricula 
developed by the UUA that give you everything you need to know to lead a class. Added 
bonus: no one learns more than the teachers! If you are willing to lead one session or a short 
series, please contact Rev. Lyn Marshall to discuss the possibilities.

Sunday School for Adults:  October 8, 9:30-10:15 am
Living with Dementia: Conversation Circle
Join our guest speakers, Rev. Jane Dwinell and her husband, Sky Yardley, for conversation 
about their experiences, and your own, of living with a dementia diagnosis. What brings 
healing and hope when there is lingering stigma and no cure?

Sign up for Fall Mystery Match!
Would you like to get to know one of our children better? Would you like to receive hand-
written notes for a couple of weeks from a mystery match, then play some games and enjoy 
a treat with your Mystery Match at a reveal party? Sign up in the parlor on Sunday Oct. 1 or 8, 
exchange notes through your “mailbox” (a numbered file folder) between October 15 and 
the reveal party on October 29 after church. If you haven’t tried it before, maybe this is your 
year! New participants are especially encouraged to help us weave the web of connections 
that support us all.
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Family Friendly Social Justice Opportunities
If you’d like to include your children in a community social justice project in October, there 
are two wonderful opportunities. Sign up as a walker for the CROP Walk to raise money to 
fight hunger on October 7 (see the table in the parlor for more information) and/or to run in 
the Wicked FIT run to support Families in Transition on October 28.  Kids are most welcome 
to participate!

 

Wicked FIT Run & Walk, October 28 
Calling all kids, adults, families!  Join our UU team at Rollins Park at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 28, to walk or run for a great cause: Families in Transition’s housing for homeless people 
and families.   Our church will be donating proceeds from a congregational Community Plate 
to this important annual fundraiser.  Sign-up sheet for runners or walkers in the Parlor.   You 
may also register and donate individually at www.fitnh.org/wickedfitrun/ (click gold registra-
tion symbol). 
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October Special Events 
Sun, Oct. 1 & 8: Mystery Match signup

Sun, Oct. 1 after worship: Special Congregational Meet-
ing: Immigrant Solidarity

Sun, Oct. 1 @ 6pm: Nicaraguan Dance Troupe Potluck 
Dinner @ 6pm & Performance @ 7pm

Thu, Oct. 5 @ 6:30 pm: Renewable Energy Project Brain-
storm

Sat, Oct. 7: CROP Walk for Hunger

Sun, Oct. 8: Silent Auction before and after worship

Sun, Oct. 8 @ 12:15 pm: Drop-in Covenant Group

Sun, Oct. 8 @ 12:15 pm: The Journey Continues Elders 
Group

Sun, Oct. 8 @ 7 pm: Taize Service

Tue, Oct 10 @ 6:45 pm:  Building a Culture of Peace: Ac-
tive Bystander Training

Sat, Oct. 14 @ 5:30 pm: Goods & Services Auction

Sun, Oct. 15:  Song Bathing (during social hour)

Sun, Oct. 15:  Card-crafting (during social hour)

Sun, Oct. 15 & 22: Exploring Membership Class #1 and #2 
@ 12:15 pm

Sun, Oct. 15 & 22: Mystery Match Note Exchange

Sun, Oct. 15 @ 7pm: Dances of Universal Peace

Sat, Oct. 21 @ 6pm: Family Movie Night

Sun, Oct. 22: “Green Team” 4th Sunday Grounds Mainte-
nance

Fri - Sun, Oct. 27-29: “Creating a Listening Community” 
Restorative Circles Facilitator Training

Fri, Oct. 27: Coming of Age Sleepover

Sat, Oct. 28: Wicked FIT Run for Families in Transition

Sun, Oct. 29: Mystery Match Meetup after worship

See our calendar online for the 
most complete and up-to-date     
events:  

www.concorduu.org

October Ongoing Events 
Worship Service - every Sunday @ 10:30 am

Dances of Universal Peace - 3rd Sunday @ 7 pm

Taize at Concord UU - 2nd Sunday @ 7 pm, Oct-Apr

UU Worship at Havenwood - 1st Thursday @ 2 pm

Faith Development for Children & Adults - every Sunday, 
9:30 to 10:15 am

Senior High Youth Group - most Fridays @ 7 pm

Games and Chocolate - most 1st Fridays at 6:30 pm

Family Covenant Group - 2nd Fridays at 6 pm (please 
contact Rev. Lyn Marshall before attending)

Parents of Teens Covenant Group - 3rd Fridays at 7 pm 
(please contact Rev. Lyn Marshall before attending)

Drop-In Covenant Group - 1st Sundays at 12:15 pm

Choir Rehearsal - most Thursdays, 7 pm to 8:30 pm

Choir Warmup - most Sundays, 9:30 am

Visiting Voices - 2nd Saturdays - 9am off-site warmup, 
10am at Merrimack Valley Nursing Home

Mindfulness Practice Group - 2nd and 4th Mon @ 7 pm

Meditation - Tuesdays @ 7 pm

Mindful Yoga - 2nd and 4th Wed. @ 5:30 pm

Friendly Kitchen prep and serve day - 1st Wed @ 3 pm

OutFITters workday - 3rd Mon. at 10 am

Noah Project on Sustainability - every Sunday at 9:30 am

Native American Healing Circle - 4th Fri. @ 7 pm

The Journey Continues Elders Grp - 2nd Sun. @ 12:15 pm

Caring for Aging Loved Ones Support  - 4th Sun @ 7 pm

UU Book Group - 4th Wed @ 4 pm Sept to June (may 
not be open to new people)

If your event is listed incorrectly, please contact Lea at 
lea@concorduu.org.

http://www.concorduu.org


Support Groups at the UU Church of Concord

Each week, we covenant to dwell together in peace, to seek 
the truth in love, and to help one another. What forms of sup-
port do you need, and wish you could get within this church 
community? Your ministers would like to help congregants 
with common concerns connect for mutual support and en-
couragement, so let us know what you’d like to have avail-
able to you! 

Please fill out this form and return it to the church office.  Or, 
email your suggestions to office@concorduu.org.

Support Groups currently available:

• Caring for Aging Loved Ones (Fourth Sundays, 7-8:30 pm)

• The Journey Continues Elders Group (Second Sundays at 12:15 pm)

Support Group Possibilities (check one or more):

	 q	Memory Loss (for those experiencing memory loss)

 q	Separation & Divorce

 q	Singles

 q	Other _____________________________________

Name:_______________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________

q	I may be interested in leading or co-leading a group; please contact me.
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Creating a Listening Community:  Restorative Circles Facilitator Training  
October 27-29, 2017
In 2008, our UU Church of Concord Restorative Circles (RC) Team was born with the first 
facilitator training lead by Duke Duchscherer, from the Ghandi Institute at the University 
of Rochester. Restorative Circles are a facilitated process to create space for conversations 
when conflict arises in our community. The core of this process is Reflective Listening, which 
focuses on the meaning being spoken. Over the years, the  RC Team at the UU Church of Con-
cord has practiced and engaged the RC process to resolve more than 15 different community 
conflicts. 
On the weekend of October 27 - 29th, Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson and the RC Team are offer-
ing the workshop “Creating a Listening Community: An Introduction to Restorative Circles.” 
If you have no idea what Restorative Circle means, or are looking to refresh your skills, please 
join us. We are extending the invitation to the greater Concord community through the Inter-
faith Council and there will be UUs attending from a few congregations in Vermont, where 
RC teams are beginning to practice the facilitated process and offer their communities the 
healing conversations that are much needed. 
The Introduction to the RC weekend training will be held Friday evening from 6-9 PM. If 
you are interested in gaining knowledge and experience of the Restorative Circles process 
please join us. For those interested in experiencing how Restorative Circles can resolve con-
flict through understanding “the other,” please join us on Saturday from 9:30 - 4:30 PM and 
Sunday 12:30 - 5:00 PM as well.  We will experience the Circle process and have time to dis-
cuss how to bring this home to our community through agreements to practice and create a 
system where there is access for all to the Restorative Circle process.  
TO REGISTER contact: John Warner jwwarner@mcttelecom.com or (603) 456-2740. Ques-
tions: Sarah-Elizabeth Anderson relax@sarah-elizabeth.org or (603) 365-0852. 
NOTE: The RC Team is available to consult members of the community who are experienc-
ing conflict in the church. To connect with a facilitator, please email circles@concorduu.org 
with your name and contact information. Within 24 hours a facilitator from the RC Team will 
contact you to set up time for a Pre-Circle conversation. 
Current RC Team:  Sarah-Elizabeth Whitcomb, John Warner, Karen Mayo & Lorraine Ellis
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Building a Culture of Peace Forum: Active Bystander Training:    
October 10th at 6:45 PM
“A bystander is a witness—someone who sees a harmful situation and has choices to make: 
Do I do something?  What do I do?  This training helps participants recognize when they are 
bystanders, analyze the situation, and evaluate the consequences of their actions.” 
Please reserve a place by emailing Kimm Philips at kimm65@comcast.net.  All are welcome 
and the Forum is free!
The Training Active Bystanders (TAB) curriculum increases bystanders’ effectiveness by 
teaching how we each can interrupt harm-doing and generate positive actions by others. 
Instead of becoming complicit through remaining passive, participants learn the competen-
cies they need to decide to take action when they witness something they feel is troubling, 
unfair, or wrong. Active bystandership does not mean aggression against the harm doer, it 
means taking responsible action to help people in need. Giving people the tools to create 
justice in the moment of need can transform them and their communities.  The program is 
offered by trainers from Granite State Organizing Project.  
The TAB training includes:
• What inhibits bystanders from acting
• What promotes positive bystander behavior
• Putting oneself into the victim’s situation
• Feeling responsibility for others’ welfare
• Competence. The ability to have a positive influence, avoid harm to oneself and others
• Safe, non-confrontational strategies for intervention
• Promote caring for people both within and beyond one’s own group
• Promote the inclination to help others, and the moral courage to speak or act on behalf 

of positive values in the face of potential opposition
• Interactive exercises: students discuss, brainstorm and roleplay bystander responses to 

varied situations
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Early Budget Impact of the Solar Array
Jack Wakelin, Chair Finance Committee

Welcome news on our electric bills since the Solar Array went online in May.  The table below compares the 
kilowatt hours used and our electric bills from June through August for 2016 and 2017. 

Kilowatt Hours Used Electric Bill

2016 2017 2016 2017
June 2520 0 $514 $202
July 1880 -2209 $330 $165
August 2240 -1799 $413 $133

The reduced bills don’t go to zero as our electric bills are not only based on the power we consume but also 
on other factors such as the Electric Supplier Service Charges, etc.

We will see the full impact of lower bills on the annual budget when we finish the current church year (Au-
gust 2017 through July 2018).

Thanks again to the dedicated work of our Solar Committee and the support of our spiritual community in 
making this important contribution to our “Green Sanctuary” a reality.

William Walker Society Membership Growing
The Legacy Committee: David Canfield, David Feltus, Linda Rogers, Jack Wakelin

The William Walker Society was founded in 2004 to gratefully acknowledge members and friends who have 
provided for the Church in their estate plan.  Some people have told us in the past year that they have made 
such a provision.  If you have included, or plan to include, the Church in your will or estate plan, please 
contact Linda Rogers or any member of the Legacy Committee, or the Minister, so that the William Walker 
Society roll can be brought current.  Planning is under way for a special event to officially induct and thank 
new members.
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Mark Your Calendars for our 2017-18 Host Weeks
Family Promise of Greater Concord has begun its third year and we will be hosting homeless families four 
different weeks. The weeks will be December 10-18, February 18-25, March 25-April 1, and May 6-May 13.  Cur-
rently there are two families in the program.  Once again we will provide dinner, shelter and a light breakfast 
before the families leave each day to attend school, go to work or go to the Day Center.  
The members and friends of the Concord UU Church have been very supportive of the program by providing 
meals, setting up, transporting families’ belongings, volunteering to be evening and overnight hosts.  We 
will need many people to help out in these rolls again this year. New and returning volunteers are needed.

Help Needed
Fran Philippe has organized the evening and overnight hosts, the folks who help set up and do miscella-
neous other tasks for the past two years.  She is stepping down from this role after doing a wonderful job. 
We were never without volunteers. Thank you for doing such a great job Fran.  
If you would like to step up and help organize the hosts and a few other positions for each of our weeks, 
please contact Wendy Olson.  We have an email list of volunteers. Many of the volunteers sign up on Sunday 
morning.  

Background Checks
Family Promise of Greater Concord is requiring that we have the evening and overnight hosts get background 
checks.  This can be done through church, through Family Promise of Greater Concord (see Wendy Olson to 
get the paperwork), or if you are over 55 you can go through the Friends Program.  There is a small fee if it is 
done at church or through Family Promise of Greater Concord.  If you have had a  recent background check 
for another organization  it can be used.  Look for more information in the coming weeks. If you have any 
questions about the background checks or if you would like to volunteer in some capacity please contact 
Wendy Olson. The email address is wmo0808@comcast.net and the telephone number is 603-724-7104.
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Staff
Rev. Michael Leuchtenberger, Senior Minister  
715-7557 (cell), michael@concorduu.org 

Rev. Lyn Marshall,    
Minister of Lifespan Faith Development
224-0291 x3  
568-8084 (cell), lyn@concorduu.org 

Rev. Bevan C. Tulk, Community Minister 
227-1335
btulk@hhhinfo.org                                                                                                             

Calvin Herst, Accompanist                                                                                                                                      
calvin@concorduu.org

Linda Mai, Choir Director
linda@concorduu.org

Lea Smith, Congregational Administrator 
224-0291 x4  
lea@concorduu.org

Kathie Martin, Facility Manager 
717-5268 (emergency only)    

Officers
Anne Zinkin, Moderator
Sara McNeil, Clerk
Karen Mayo, Treasurer
Jack Wakelin, Custodian of Trust Funds
Beth Corcoran & Fran Philippe, Assistant Treasurers

Board of Trustees                                             
Lisa Eberhart, Chair
Dick Bennett, Vice-Chair
Anne Dupre, Secretary
Suzanne Rude
Linda Rogers
Gary Schroeder

We Make a Difference
Deborah Bruss, Community Service Committee Chair

Our church has received some wonderful thank yous 
for donations collected by our community plates. 
Here are just a few snippets:

From the New American Africans: “It is universally 
agreed: no church in town can throw a better party 
than the UU Church!....None of this important com-
munity building work is possible without generous 
supporters....”

From the Infant and Toddler Diaper Pantry (First Con-
gregational Church of Pittsfield): “At our last open-
ing...we helped 55 young families - with 17 of them 
being from Concord.”

Sycamore Community Garden Project: “Since 2009, 
with your help, we have grown from 54 to 168 plots. 
Your donation will help us to purchase enough com-
post to insure that our gardeners can once again pro-
duce lovely, organic, healthy produce, while at the 
same time, reaping the benefits of being outdoors, 
in nature and in community.”

Star Island Corporation: “Thank you for making Star 
Island a philanthropic priority, and for helping to in-
sure that the Star Island experience continues this 
year and for future generations.”

Community Service Committee
The CSC meets monthly to consider and choose the 
community plates. We generally meet on the last 
Sunday of the month, though we are meeting two 
times this month - October 1st at 9am, and Oct 27th, 
time to be announced. Anyone is welcome to come.

If you would like to request a community plate, either 
pick up a blue form outside the church office and put 
it in the CSC mailbox, or email deborahbruss@mac.
com.
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Exploring Equanimity: Finding Balance of Mind and Heart
On Saturday, November 4, the Contemplative Practices Group is delighted to offer a day-
long meditation retreat led by visiting teacher Lila Kate Wheeler. Join us from 9 AM to 5 PM 
for a rich day of guided practice—sitting, walking, and discussion. All are welcome.
When asked why she chose the theme of equanimity, Lila Kate said, “In these times, we re-
ally need it. When things get challenging, it doesn’t always occur to us that equanimity is a 
possible response, a place we can go. It’s the quality that develops naturally as we open up 
and connect with life in a spacious, balanced way, with less blaming, fixing, freaking out or 
insisting on getting our way. We see that pretty much every experience gives us the oppor-
tunity either to react or respond. Equanimity helps us to respond in a more caring and spa-
cious way to ourselves, others and the world.”
Lila Kate Wheeler is a writer and meditation teacher who lives in the Boston area. With 40 
years of practice in various lineages and period of time spent as a Buddhist nun in Burma, 
she now teaches in the Boston area, at Insight Meditation Society in Massachusetts and by 
invitation around the US. She also coordinates teacher training at Spirit Rock Meditation 
Center in California.
There is no registration fee for this day, but advance registration is requested and dona-
tions to support the teacher are welcomed. For questions or to register contact Jeanne Ann 
Whittington at jawhittington@gmail.com

Solar Array Shrub Barrier: A Status Report
Ruth Axelrod walked the new shrub bed with Joe Tasker, the landscaper, on Wednesday and 
he declared that all of the shrubs look healthy and have grown since their installation.  The 
rhododendron leaves are starting to change, on schedule, to burgundy red.   So, thanks again 
to everyone involved, including Jim Downie who designed and led installation of the drip ir-
rigation system that has given the plants such a good start.
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Come One, Come All to the Fall Auction:  Oct. 14, 5pm - 8pm
Christy Dolat Bartlett, Auction Chair
The Fall Auction is fast approaching!  The Auction Committee has been working all summer 
to provide a great evening of Food and Fun for the Biggest Fundraising Event of the Year!
We’ll have “heavy hors d’oeuvres,” beer/wine, a “make your own” sundae dessert, and mu-
sical entertainment with the UU Ukes and the Wholly Rollers! Sounds like fun, yes?  
The suggested donation is $20 in advance, $22 at the door, for a night of fun.
The Auction Listings will be available on Sunday, Oct 8, so you can be planning your strate-
gies on how you can be the high bidder!  You’ve heard it said, “there are no friends at auc-
tions!”
We have a Silent Auction which is being offered on an additional date, Sunday, Oct 8, be-
fore & after the church service,  for those of you who want to get in an early bid and a Live 
Auction, with the famous, some might say infamous, auctioneer, Tom Fredenburg!
We have some fabulous items up for bid!  A week at the Cape, a few weekends at a lake, a 
basket of great wine, group dinners, a number of hikes & picnics, two quilts, movie & the-
atre tickets, a beautiful necklace, a mandolin, car washes, artwork, lots of gift certificates to 
restaurants and stores, and so much more! There are items for every budget and all pro-
ceeds are for the benefit of our church to continue our mission.
Please come and join the “harvest” for church!
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Welcome and Usher Committees Become One
Sara McNeil and Kimm Phillips
For several years, our church has had two separate committees who share the same goal and that is to wel-
come those who enter our doors each Sunday.  Whether first-time visitors, returning members, long-time 
friends, or members who attend on a regular basis, we all appreciate a welcoming greeting, and assistance 
if needed.

Recently, Bruce Klemman and Suzanne Rude resigned after coordinating and serving as greeters and ushers 
over the last couple of years.  We join others in thanking them for their many hours of service doing such a 
wonderful job! 

Just before the first Sunday service of this year, several of us met to brainstorm how best to fill these impor-
tant roles.  It was decided to combine the two committees, greeters and ushers, into one with Kimm Phillips 
and Sara McNeil volunteering to co-chair this new committee.  

Since our church needs a total of four people each week to fill these roles, we hope that you will step up to 
lend a hand and a smile of welcome. This is a great way to meet new people and help your church in a small 
but very meaningful way.  Please consider taking on one of these positions for a few Sundays each year or 
perhaps even once per month. Let us know if you have a preference for serving in the role of a greeter and/
or an usher.  If you’d like to be on a regular schedule such as a specific Sunday each month that would be 
super helpful!   

To volunteer, contact Kimm at uukimm65@gmail.com or T# 227-9161.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Minister’s Musings - Survey Results (continued from page 1)

The results to this question followed a pattern we observed for all responses throughout the survey.  Each 
question had at least some folks who rated their experience as very low (“1” or “2”) while there were others 
who felt the exact opposite (“9” or “10”).  And lots of people identified in between.

What’s interesting to me about the results in the graph is that half of our congregants feel that connections 
made here at church are noticeably (“7” or above) more authentic then elsewhere in their lives.  A quarter 
rate their connections as a lot more authentic (“9” or “10”) and 75 percent of you feel that the connections 
at church are at least as authentic (“5” or above) as elsewhere.

The average response for members was 7.3 while for visitors it was 5.9 – in line with what we would expect.  
The average for families with participating kids was an encouraging 7.5, the highest of any family status 
group.  Gender did not play a role while the 45 to 64 age group rated highest at 7.4 and the under 45 age 
group lowest at 6.3.

Conclusions

Of course, we would love to see everyone rate their experience at church as a “9” or “10.”  Overall, however, 
the Board and I feel that the results to this question (and the other questions related to the same end) sug-
gest that congregants are doing okay creating and experiencing authentic connection.  We need to continue 
to pay attention to this area of ministry yet, relative to other areas, there is no mandate to significantly real-
locate resources.  We look forward to seeing how your responses will change over time.

Grateful for the many moments of authentic connection I get to witness each week.

           -- Michael
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